Visiting Scholar 2:

Name of the Schollar: Prof. J. S. Rao Jammalamadaka, University of California, 								Santa 	Barbara, USA 
Period of Visit	: 	10- 15, January, 2011. 

Prof. J. S. Rao Jammalamadaka, University of California, USA visited the Department of Statistics, CUSAT during 10-15, January 2011, to have discussion and deliver lectures under the ERUDITE scheme.   During his visit Prof. Rao delivered a series of two technical lectures for the faculty, research scholars and students of the Department on the topics listed below.  He also presented a popular talk  for a larger audience, which was attended by the students and teachers of other Departments such as Economics, Mathematics, Management etc. The invitation for seminar were sent to all university centers and colleges with PG in Statistics in the state of Kerala.  A press release was also given for the news papers. The lectures were arranged as per the following schedule: 

	Sl.No
	Date
	Title of the Talk
	Type of the Talk

	1
	10. 01. 2011
	Testing Isotropy and a related Random Walk problem
	Technical

	2
	12. 01. 2011
	Middle-censoring and Applications. 
	Technical

	3
	14. 01. 2011
	Statistics and Chance
	Popular



Apart from the above lectures Prof. Rao  also spent a good amount of time in discussing the research problems with our research scholars and teachers of the Department. 
A brief bio data of Prof. Rao, and copies of the abstracts of the talks are given below.



Prof. J. S. Rao Jammalamadaka
Department of Statistics and Applied Probability 
University of California
Santa Barbara, CA 93106-3110 
Phone :  (805) 893-3119  (805) 893-3119 
Fax :(805) 893-2334 
E-mail : rao(at)pstat.ucsb.edu

Education:
Ph.D. (1969) Indian Statistical Institute, Calcutta, India.
M.Stat.(1965) Indian Statistical Institute, Calcutta, India.
B.Stat.(1964) Indian Statistical Institute, Calcutta, India.
Professional Experience:
Professor, University of California, Santa Barbara, 1983-Present.
Assistant and Associate Professor, University of California at Santa Barbara, 1976-83.
Visiting Assistant Professor and Assistant Professor, Indiana University, 1969-1976.
Research Scholar, Indian Statistical Institute, 1965-1969.
Also held Visiting Positions at: 
University of Wisconsin, Madison, 1975-76
University of Leeds, U.K. Summer 1976
Uppsala University, Sweden, Aug. - Dec. 1983
Indian Statistical Institute., Calcutta, Jan. - April 1984
Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay, May - July 1984.
Chalmers Institute of Technology and Goteborg Univ. Sept.-Nov. 1990
Australian National University, Canberra, Australia, Feb.-June 1991
 Professional Activities
· Member of the Editorial Board of " Statistics and Probability Letters " (North Holland), "Stochastic Modelling and Applications" (Calcutta University),   " Journal of Nonparametric Statistics " (Gordon and Breach), and of the " Journal of American Statistical Association " (Reviews Section).  Referee papers for several statistical journals including Sankhya, Annals of Statistics, Canadian J. of Statistics, Jour of American Statistical Assoc, Scandinavian Journal of Statistics, Zeitschrift, American Statistician, etc. 
· Regular reviewer for Mathematical Reviews in the areas of Directional data analysis, Stochastic processes and Limit distribution theory. Also served as Reviewer for National Science Foundation (USA) and Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada, grant proposals. 
· Presented over 120 invited talks at universities and conferences in the United States and abroad, on topics including problems of weak convergence, directional data and nonparametric statistics. 
· Served on several important projects as statistical consultant on problems that range from the geochemical analysis of lunar rocks to the effects of discharges from a nuclear power plant on fish and water. Founded and directed the Statistical Consulting Center (Statlab) at UCSB 1980-85.  
· Santa Barbara/San Luis Obispo Area Chair of the Southern California Chapter of the American Statistical Association 1984-1990. 
· Served as Program Chairman for the 197th Meeting of the Institute of Mathematical Statistics, Seattle, July 27-30, 1986. 
· President (1989-90), President-Elect (1988-89), and Vice President (1987-88), Southern California Chapter of the American Statistical Association. 
· Member, Committee on International Relations in Statistics, American Statistical Assoc., 1991-93. 
· Lecturer in the Visiting Lecturer Program of the Committee of Presidents of Statistical Societies. 
· Chair, Department of Statistics and Applied Probability, University of California, 1989-1993. 
· Member, Outreach Committee, Inter. Indian Statistical Assoc. 2001-
Honors
· Fellow, Institute of Mathematical Statistics 
· Fellow, American Statistical Association 
· Elected Member, International Statistical Institute
· Fellow, Royal Statistical Society 
· Elected a Fellow, Institute of Combinatorics and Applications.
· C. Y. O'Connor Fellow, Division of Engineering and Science, Curtin Univ of Technology, Perth(Australia), June-August, 1994.
· United Nations Consultant to the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research, India, under the "Transfer of Knowledge Through Expatriate Nationals" Program, November-December,1994. 
· Invited speaker at several national and international statistical meetings and invited discussant before the Royal Statistical Society.
· Award for Academic Excellence from the Telugu Association of North America , Los Angeles, California, July 1997. 
· Member, Indian Society for Probability and Statistics 
Main Research Interests: 
Nonparametric statistical inference, Limit distribution theory and asymptotic efficiencies of test procedures, Directional data analysis, Goodness of fit tests. 

Ph.D supervised : 30
No. of research papers published over the years : more than 135.
Books:
· "Essential Statistics", (1998), Kendall and Hunt Publishing Co., Dubuque, Iowa. 
· "Topics in Circular Statistics", (2001), (with A. SenGupta), World Scientific Press, Singapore. 
· "Linear Models, An Integrated Approach", (2003), (with D. Sengupta), World Scientific Press, Singapore. 

ABSTRACTS

Technical Talk – 1

Date and Time :  10th  January  2011 at 2 pm

Title: Testing Isotropy and a related Random Walk problem

Abstract: One comes across directions as the observations in a number of situations. The first inferential question that one should answer when dealing with such data is, “Are they isotropic or uniformly distributed?” The answer to this question goes back in history which we shall retrace a bit and provide an exact and approximate solution to this so-called “Pearson’s Random Walk” problem. 

Technical Talk – 2

Date and Time :  12th  January  2011 at 2 pm

Title: Middle-censoring and Applications. 

Abstract: In connection with survival analysis, there is considerable  literature which treats data that is censored from the left, right or both.  In this talk, we consider situations where the data becomes unobservable if it falls inside a random interval in the middle. This happens in clinical trials and lifetime studies where a subject is temporarily absent or withdrawn from the study and the event of interest occurs during this period, so that the exact time of occurrence cannot be observed. Both left and right censoring are special cases of such "middle-censoring." The nonparametric maximum likelihood estimator of the survival function is derived in this context as a solution to the self-consistency equation and its large-sample properties discussed. 

Popular Talk 

Date and Time :  14th   January  2011 at 2 pm

Title: Statistics and Chance 
Abstract: This talk will illustrate how chance plays a crucial role in our everyday life, especially in science and engineering, and how the discipline of statistics comes to the rescue by helping us make informed decisions, under uncertainty.

