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1. "Our sincerest laughter,
with some pain is frought,
our sweetest songs are those that tell of saddest

ta1es."s
2. when our life follows a smooth and easy course,

we enjoy emotional stimulation even of a slightly
painful kind.
Modern Psychology and the Educated,

by Stuart and Ougden,p.113
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1. In Greek and Roman Literature, the elegy was any
poem composed in a special elegiac metre 
alternating hexametre and penta metre lines.

A Glossary of Literary Terms - M.H.Abrams
II Bdn.1985, p.44
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1. A mournful, melencholy poem, especially a
funeral song or lament for the dead.
Dictionary of Literary terms (Edn.l972),p.l32

2. Elegy, a short poem of lamentation or regret called
forth by the death of a beloved or revered person
or by a general sense of the pathos of mortality.
The Greek word is of doubtful signification, it is
usually interpreted as meaning a mournful or
funeral song. But there seems to be no proof that
this idea of regret for death entered into the
original meaning of the earliest Greek elegies
which have come down to us are not funeral, when the
elegy appears in surviving Greek literature, we
find it dedicated, not to death, but to war and love
From the beginning of 16th century elegy was used in
England as ’iehas been ever since, to describe a
funeral song or lament, is an elegy inthe strict
modern sense. Encyclopaedia of Britanica vo1.VIII p.26
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1. According to Coleridge, however ”elegyis the form
of poetry natural to the reflective mind" which
may, he says, use any subject so long as it is
related to the poet it self. This elearly has no
reference to a partcular matrical form not
necessary to lament. It may be that an unconcinus
general agreement with Coleridge combined with some
awareness of one of the most popular Greek Themes
has led to the belief that elegy is a lament for the
dead.

Cassels Encyclopaedia of Literature(Vol.I. 1953)
p.178
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