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CHAPTER I : INTRODUCTION ,SCOPE AND METHODOLOGY



sen. -1

Perhaps the rno.~ ch.rActerl.~lc fe&tu~ of our ~ime.

S. that. economic developnent bas become the goal 81\4 wnblUon

of people. The needs Which ~b1e desire creau ue lrnRIen••,

tne~ .... of course urlJ*l~ eve,l'J'When and they cannot. be pOst

poned. Consequently ~re va8 a frant.1c ••arch for fo&'ftnll..

of I'apld econotllc develoP'Mtl'lt. 1'- wsa claimed the~ eQruian

nfo.rm 1. 'the .lnd18perlSable condltlon for the developmen_ of

paoductlve force. and the 1nduutrtal1r.eUOft of eat-ate.

It. key elem.nt. In the land reform polley ia the pro

yl.lon of wider opportunlt1~9 for ownor~hlp of l~ Measures

Uken lnelud. redla1:rlb\aUon of 18.£ge ••utes. aa.letanee t:o

tenants O~ labOUrers ~ acquire ho141ngn, end .et.~lemen.

"heme. -. ••Ublleh new farming units oft nelalmed or deve

!opec! laftCl..
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'theN ere ~rt'f. 8sHntiel principles thGt. undertie

• Ju.~ end equiuble land sy!!~. Fl1"8~ the fumer: mu::.;t

be abl. to own land or to US. the land he tills UDder teir

oont11t.lone and _~. of tenun. secondly, ~ t.a&'m81' must.

~ aoee•• to cl".1i~ on reasonable ~8 to enable him to

feem .fficiently whether 88 owner or a. ~nan~ ~nd finally,

he mwJ~ be.. acce.8 to know1.. end techniques tha't vill

... his .ffor~. produet.1ve flnd prolluble to latin and soel~.

K.l~ Griffin, among others, has ar9Q8d ~._ redi..

Vlbut.lon of land ownerehlp would 'tHt t.he most. effeet.l'" means

Of reduc1D9 Z'U'al inequality lind pevert.y and would increa..

pzoduc~n and tot.al incQl."ne 1n most. eontexu. 1 He note. ~t.

_11 farmel'a tend to 'I•• land more comple.ly end wl~ hlQher

yields and value ad-1ed per bee~r., fl. evl~need by st:udl••

In 8.n91a Deah, Melayes!a, sri Lftn~a. Indonesia, Tallen~

PetI ...", India and the Philipln••• 2

s. Gritf!n; Keid\, 'rhe Pol1d.c.l economy of Agrleulnral
CbM9It (Cambrld;et Hudverd Universlt.y Pns8, 197.),
and xoith Griffin I Land Concentration an~ Aural
?ove~ (New York, Holmes &: Heir. 1976).

J. Khan, Az18ur Rehmao, The Economy ot aen91.~e8h (London,
Macmillan, 1912) &e A1beJ:~ aerry P. enf:'! C11.JW, William RI
Fum sln, Fect.or Produe~lvlty and Technical ChanQe 1n
Developing Counul•• M{\nu.el'lp~ 1"8.
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In India. a~ t.he time of Indepen&tno4t, t:he land 1n ~

ecNftUy V~. eoneenu-a_d 1n ~. hsn~s of a tew landlords. 'the

lend tenure system va. qui te complex and complicated. 9.~n

the landlord Rn~ the flew.l eulUvatlDrs, there wen numeroue

'¥Pee of ~.s which had ent.lrely ~ifferen~ c~ec..ra

throu9h OU~ t:he counUy. The landlorc! leased OU~ land .l~r

to lntemedlart••, 01" to "nant.s. Tbe lntal"n'Mtt!larl... a.nanu,

aubtenanu. cultJ.vamr8 and labOUrers 'Who eonsUtut.e4 die raajo

rl~ had no ownershlp ri9h~ on their holdlnoa. Bu~ the socio

economic l1f. of the v111898 ecmmunl ~y vas larqely lnfluenee4

by the land ownership.

The aqrarlan 8~~ ae a whole V$8 ineffective and

insufficient. to at;~aln economic &tvelopment. a,.t. afta.. lade

pendence •••'11'•• were lnUOdU~ to ehanqe the syet.-. and

l~ had ltD repurcus810ns through out. the eoun~. Kerale,

w••~ 0"981 end K.shmir come to the forefron1: in 1nttda"ng

these nfon8mea~.s.

Belo" t.he fO~fttton of the K.ral. sou ~ whol.

land In the sU1:e vnll ovnet! by cert.in 18n(!lords, neva.....

8ftd by OOYem-nent.. Frem 195' onwal'd. II ••,.le8 of Lan4

Refon Ac~ were passed by ~he c;JO"emment. 'rhe fl.re" 1ft

this ••rl.~, The kerela Agrarian Relation 8111 (¥ARB, 195'),
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.... lnUOc'!uced by the Ccmmunl.~ Mlnleuy. The communist. Part:y

Which mob! llsed the pea.ants, wol'lcer~ and ~anu under their

fl-. on the p~l.. of implemen~ln9Land R.fo~. had • moral

_l..,.~lon to do It.. BUt. ~gh tot. COAWIUftlat. Mlnlsuy lnuo

.-oed the k.~.l. ~gracl.n Rel_.lena 8111 (KARl) In 1959, 1~

...14 not. do rmach ng81"cUnQ t.he .lmpl ement.a U on of 1:he al11

•• the alnleUy Wft8 removed from power by ~ cenUal 00Yern

~ The KAR8 envlaa<;ed to confer ownership rloh~. to ~

....nts an4 ~poslt.lon of eel11nq on holdlnQe.

Next. lmporUftt. Lend r"eforme Aet. in ~il!l suie8 vaa

... Keral. Land Reforms Act. of 19.3. This was &1'4tnded tft

1M'. The most. lmpol'unt. object.ives of thi. l..et. 'len (a)

~llt.lon of tenancy and confermene of ownership riQhts to

".nte. (b) Ceiling on lnnd holcUng8 and the t118t.rlbut.lon

of surplus lanrl to the l ...,dl... labourers. (0) COnferment.

ef o"",e.raMp 1'1Oh'ta to • l(ud!Jc Idappultus, •

I~ 1. tmport.ftn~ to lool( Into the lmplement.edoft

aepeo_ of thla proDl_ and ~. eff*=u of such measur•• on

.. ap-arlan l!JU'UCbre. An .~bmp~ Is ma~ to evaluat;e the

....,.,. of --'8. reforma 00 ~ 89rarl81l st:rucwn In veneral

eDd .. SCbeduled C••tee tn p.r~leul....
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"Like any o~,. counUy in ~. world, India 1. a180

known to h~v. had a tribal ~~el.~y in pr.hl.~rle elmea. Tha~

aoelety neither knew ~ny tneqQal1~ based on castes, ~1

tie. or elas•••, nor did !~ ha.. any rela~lon of superlorl~

end lnf.rtorl~y betNeen man and woman...3 Bu1: la1:er, after

year_, one qroup of the p80?le In the ~ocl.ty beea~. lowes~

both 1n C3st:8 and wealth. Exactly we do no~ know wben end

W'here C88t.e haa or1c;lnated 1n our soc1• ..,. 1~ is argued ~at

clase orlq1n8ted flr.~, on the basis ot wealth and then e8S~

...rge4." The people who vere having more weel th oeceme the

hl9h.s~ caa~ and the people havlno little or no we81~h were

vea~ a" ~. 1ows~ But another equally 8Uong opinion

abou.. ..,. ~I'~ce of e~5te 1s related to 'Chatmlr vam,..·.

3. Namboodlrlpa<2, EMS' C••tea, cl••• and ;>utJ.es 1n Modern
Pol1Ucal DeVolopment.. SOCial seientie", Vol.6, No.4,
~ov. 1917, P - 4.

4. "J\. ~ time or befon ~ Chera ~~tre ••••• Cl•••
division had started ~eKino lts appearance •••• class
divisIon hoveYel' tMl( ~he to", of e.a~te ~1v1.ion. ~8e

who were In a poB!~1.on to accumulate the greatest. amount.
of wealt.h clnle ee be conslc'ered the hiGhest. cast.e, and
80 on ~ill we reach t.he class that 1s in ft posit.lon to
accumulate no ..81t.h tit. all which beeame the lowest.
ca.t.e-, Namboo"trip34, Kerela Ye.t.erd.ay, Today and
'l'omarr.ov, quo~ in an .r~tcl. by the ... .u~I"

-once again on C8t'te and Class- soc:lnl sc!ent.l!IJt., No.l03,
Dec. 19B1, P - 19.



Ihl. emph..ls~ t.he't eaeU or1Qlnat..,d on the besle of division

.f labour, the 9hremtne - the priest, the ~abe~rl.8 - the

war~l.r.. and the Sudre. • the labourer. to o~her.. Ofte no~

...te, the 'Vistas' 1. also ~ere, hu~ It ! s arQUe4 that. this

~p of ca.. 1. not found in Kerale. What ever may be tM

orl91n, •• t.lme p8~aEH~ one QrOup of pee,;>l. va. relegated to

the posit.ton of sl.nvea 1n Karels. They were l&t8r came to be

known as t H~rtj aftS-, or .3che·1uled Caste.. 'rb. e=onomlc 4nd

&OCial life of ~$. people ~~~. mlse~&bla or even pa~hetic

es they were eonsll1ered .! S 'untouch.-Dles· or 'pollu-ted castes'

They were not .al1ow.d. to walk throu;h the publtc roa4, Bnd not

even ~.ke water fr-om & ~~llc well. They posse5aed n.lther

wealth nor .t,~~. 1n the :"-eel.ty. They were 'poor' in .11

the sen•• of tM term and worked in the flel~ wi ttl fIftlp~

stomach from dawn to dusk for t.he benefits of their master••

This they eontinuec1 unquest.lon~ tor years wlt.h a sen" of

dedleaUon and piety. 8u~ land the main ltOurce of wealth
of

and powe~ wee under ~ oont~l and ownersbit the Brahmins

end Neyar8 who const.i~uted the e~~~. h1n~s of Korftla. The

ns't of t:he population whG tneludet1 t.he erUse-.nD 8n~ cC'afu

man, t.he entin lsbOur communi toy "nd o~hers Who a~,*,ded to

the ••sent!a1 services of the vill__ lUte V!UJhe¥m8n. b....

berB. boatman .~., wre untouchebl•• of nryinq ranks end

belonged the ·pol1ut.lng caste.'. They POSMssed I1tt.1e O~

no laneS. 5

sBr8~hamonl. K, Emer98nce of e slave C.ste, Pulay.. of
Kerala, People. Publ!sh1n9 Hou.., New Delhl, 1990, P-14.
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The eeoMfI"lc upl1ttment of the weaker sections. partl

_18~ly ~ IHar1jans' h•• been aeeeput! as 8 poliey nMI!i.leure

by the cen~81 aa well rUlstate Governments and After indepen

dence ,ever31 ~8.ur•• vere lnltla~.d In this ~lrec~lon. But

.. vh8~ 8x.ni: ~es. polietes benefited tIwm 18 a po1n~ to

be 4IYaluftted.

In Kerale, accordtn9 to 1911 cen8ua - the total po ::;.u

laUcn of scheduled castea comes to 3bo\l~ 1.~ lakoll. 11\1.

tIOft.~U:u_s 9.30 percent. of the ~t.l population in tile state.6

Ja thi••t.u~y we propos. to eveluate the Impact ot land

nfolTftl on the.~ people.

"t"end to the tillers· WAS the underlying idea of land

nfoC1lt.. When thl. idea waR fir.to introduced thousands aM

thous.d, of poor pealumts hopod thatt they wi 11 become owners

of land. aut. what aet.u"lly happened was contrary to expec~

.tlona. The admini8trative maehlnery largely t~ilGd ~

achieve the procletm4d objoctives. con••quently the ce.l

ben.flcla~1.8 of these r~forms happened to be laroe and medium

.1deX'.. They are lU981y middlemen anc! not •dller. of ~

lOll' in the ~ ••nee of the tarm. The~. pee;')l. culUvet:e

their land wit:h hired labour. In o~her: \lOrd. the • acaaal

\lllers' of tho so11 !Jttll cont.!nu••a labourers wl~1:.

_joying bt-nef1tt!,l from the land r.f"orm me'ulUrea.

r. st8'l.acs lor 91annlnu, ffl. bIrectorate of Sconomlcs
and Stat1s~lcs, K.rala (19~O), P-l.
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Aft 1raport.an~ aspect. of tho reform we. ~ lmplernen~

etioA of ceiling on holdings and acquls1~1on of surplus land.

!be lev clearly at.at.ed ~et. 50 percen1: of ~ SUI'plu8 land

eoqulnd should be distributed to the landl.D. scheduled.

..... and scMd\lled t.rlbe.. WMtmer ~la law has been lmple

_ted and 1f 80 to what. ext:ent. 1. the nl..ent. quest.loft poso~

sa ttat. study.

Yet. another lmpor-'ln. object-lYe of tl'1e land refo:m.

wee to 'confer ownership right. to the ·KUdllcida?p·~ltar.·. '.the

law .utes "the extent. shall be sUbject to t! minimum of t.hrfle

oentoll if within tM l1mlt.s of II elq or fl mejor ,maniclp3l1~y,

fl... cent.s 1f within ~. limit.s of any other municipal!t.y and

ten centa if in any Y3nchayat. area or tovnshlp~.' aut. in.~ad

of abiding the law 1n several cases, the land ovner8 a'tt8mpted

to ..let. 'the • Kudllddappukltr8' and wherever they grent.ecl own.r

.hlp r19hta they tried to give only 1••• ~an what i. tequlred

., law. The mejorl ty f)f benef iciar!.. in thl. QCOup, no doubt.

belongs to tlCher~uled caste - l'nlllinly because Uadi~1()n811y they

wen ..~~ed 1n their ,l::~f)ter' is land 01' they 'w-ere forced t:o

cIo eo•

•
,. Go".r:nmen~ of Karale.The Keral. Lane! Reform. AC:~,

1963, ea Oft 1973, Gov.rn~nt of Yernla, P-P.,.
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'1'0 ..awre ~. Impac~ of land reforms the fo11ovinQ

bfPO~". are formulft~ , (a) Any change in the cU nU 1bu

tion of land alters the agrarlen ~true~e ~nd ~eaDlta, In

~. in income, employment. And social life of the people.

(It) DtetrUNt.lon of land has resulted In .rttfbetJ.on of Inequ

.u\7 aDd (e) The governmen. hee fatled to distribute lane!

" toM na1 • ~11l.rs of the Got1 and so the reel ben.fici_

n.. bappened to be large nnd or !M(U" holders. The..

...... bfpot.he.e. are ~lIted 1n t.he succeedin; chapters of

tid. _n. 1'b1. 18 expeetef.! to throw l1qh~ onthe~ of

1..s nfons on scheduled castes.

Data for thla 8t;u~y have ~en colleete4 t.hrouQh a

.-ple etU'ftY. '1'he'W'VeY va. conduete4 In _ vll18~ when

....dul4td ca.te people have" eoncentraUon. '11 households

wen ..lec:Md for ~e purpose of the nrwy. The survey wee

eDDdue-.d Oft the b••la of rftndom sempllnQ and each hou.ehold

Ia ~ Ylllave has en equAl chance to be repNsen~e4 in ~

...,1.. our lIurvey po?\llet.ion conatl t:\lted abOUt. 5 percen~ of

.. _Ul howIeholda In the vl11aoe.

secondery dab for this 8aady have been collect.ed from

9U'1oua MNrOea. Wherever they occur pJ:'Oper referene•• are_.-.
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lilt IMmn 9t.JiM st;y4Y
fOr the purpo.. of analJ8is the pee... Rudy 1.

divided Into """ chap~.. ,..t..r.~ chapter lnVod\lcee the.pie. It. al80 di.... ~ me1:hodo1ow adop1*! for the

a'*'F.
secolUt Cbaptu &tals vi~b the i:heo",ical ••pecu

of lend nto.....

chap III dell..... the 1Mp1elwenUdoft and

.'f.... of ~ Lead R.fortl "MU•• OD die ShU a•• whole.

Ch.p...... tv pre.... the "nIb of ~_ ~.

Chap,," V explains tvo • .-pl. ce... of a••llft1'A111'_

......ll.UOIl of ownenhtp rtqht.••

Chap"" VI d4tala wi~ ~ pat.tem of t:he dl.t.rllN

Uoa of lftCOll* aD4 envloym4mt. of the echedule4 cu•• sn4

i. Uy1ft9 to ftnd out. ~ impact. of 1en4 refOl"Ift .............



CHAPTER n : LAND REFORMS - A THEORETICAL APPROACH



Maeb of hUman history 1. domina~ by ~he relationship

...... laDde A ..nR of well beln9 And security 1. In

~, 1ft ~ ovneZ'shlp of land!. and land wae u.e~ for ~he

-.sol"'lon of 'neD by man.' The role of land In ~he eJ"wth

......1opmeft. of • nat-Ion is 'Ve'r/ l.mpcrbnt. tn 8 Uadl

__1 eool.~ land I" no~ ~uOh~ of some~lnq to '- bougbt.

.. -14, _. •• aomethlnQ to be used communally, 8ccorf!1Dg

• • ..... OOfttell~lon. or to be al10eaWd accordlno tiD a strong

.....tuy cia•••.,...tem. 3 Later, lent! d.~l'mlned caste class

nlaUoD an4 l~ bestowed power and St.AQlS to ~ holder.

s. PaDdey, P.IC., M4 ShanU s aru;>: 'Changes In the Pat.Utrn
of len4 ho14tnQ8 In relation ~ ~roduct1v1t.r in 1n418,
18CU. -Joucnal of l\qrlcult.ual Economics, vol. xXXVI,
~ - Dec. 1981, P-159.

.. 'podoyw, N., SOviet. Land LeQls1at.lon, pl'OgI'tIae
"'ll.~., Moscow, 1915, p-17.

It Hal~ GrebMft, U~an L!ln~ £conomlc8, Principles and
"Uar, MtlCMlllan Puse, London, 19'9, P..l1.
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Land has ~1'I8ny tm~~ role. 1n aheplng tohe SU'UClClre

of • oounUy. .rlr.~ of all land playa an tmpOl'~8I1~ • Poll

....81 Role'. Referring to India. w~lter C tiel. ~te -rhe

Indlan wbo acquired poll.lcel power almost. tnevi tahly ac:qui

..s eonuol of lan~ which wae the !':latn .curce of veel~ and

leaOM•• •• Of course lan~ 18 e ma~rlal eone.p~. but. It. 1.

• 8O\II'H of veal th enc! !>C'Opert.y. lt1an said t.hat. ..the pl'Opert.y

ill ~ 8011 til the original source of all wealth ant! has become

• Ql'e•• problem upon the solut.ion ot which depend. the future

of won1ng cla••• 5 k>.ter Dorner observes 1n hie book • In non

lDdu.~lftl1aed sect.tole., land represents the principal source

of ....ltb en~ principal source of economic end poll"cal

powec, t.he land tenure ~YfJ~ refleet.s 90clal elass eUUCt.uA

and relations.! Land. In 8 coun~ 11k. ours, Ie a major

Iont of holdln9 of W'4t$lth and earna income t:t'J the ownel:" of

Iud. At. the same t.lme it. 18 8 form of wealth totally depen

den. Oft contlnuoua use of hu:nan labour on I!l luge lICal. tD

make it. economically gainfUl.

•• Walter C Nal•• 'ldnd to r.~ule·. in FrylcenbeJ:9 (ed)
'Land COnUOl llnd social stnlcQare In Indian HlstoQ.
'the Uftlveroity of ivlsconsln Pre~sf London. 1969, P.,.

I. MerxK Karl, ~ftd £nqles F, s.locta~ work., Vol.2,
MO.cov, 1969, p-'29.

•• Dorner, Peter, Lend aeforma and a;conomlc Developrnen~.

penguin. books, Eftoland, 1912, p-18.
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Land has a 'U08 Value'. Land has '1'tlSlnly ~wo lmport+mt:

...., eeonomle uses an~ ?hyslc81 U8.S. The former relates

" _Al~ lneo~. ete., M!.'! the 1llt~r relates to hou.. con

atruction, bul1din9 oon8truc~lon etc. Besidee all these,

land. has another lmpo~un~ role 1_., 14!nd 1s (It produeuve

facuar, wh1ch In turn helps enpltal formation Md u1"mately

MIps to economic dev.l(')pmen~ and ?rowt:he

Land tenure r.l~tlons varte~ from c~un~ry ~~ country.

hch country sbov, entirely different. eharaeurlst1ce of

lane! tenure system. -L~nd tenure .yltem refleet .peclflc

historical. geographic, economic, social and political con

dition.-.' Land tenure reJetlone 1~ not Bt:a~le one, 1_

w11l chuge aceol'dlnQ to U," and sl tuat10n of the eount:cy.

All the countries have gone throuqh s specific na~. or

Qpe of lend tenure relatione. In India i:he land teruan

celation vas mingled wlth feudalistic cb8r.ec~rs. Land

va. owned by a small oroup and the rest of ~ wr1c.ers In

__ field wer••i~her slavee or &'t:uched laDourera. In

It....l.. d\arlnQ tohe medieval ~..rlod. the land _mare rei..

\lOD .... a. potntAtd out. by EMS Namboo{Urlpe~ .~

IdPYItbl:Mtdbsvlthe", which t. different: fl'Olft feudal1em.

,. Dol'ftel", op.cl~, P-36.

I. Nemboodlrlpad, EMS, 'once a9~ln on Cas~s and Cia••••
soctal Scientt!lJt.. No.t03. oee.l9S1, P-13, wrote it. 
.~ me~leYQl fJoelet:y 1n Kerala was not feudalism 'but.'
••U-j an."ftl-n&duvaahl-medh8Vl thar", which mean. ~. domi
netlon of the upper en.tes, the 'J tlnmles' and local
ch1eftants 1n Kera1. SOciet.y.
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C"-91a In the 8QJ:'llIrian etruct.ure 18 necessary to ch*nge

~ economic and social .y~t~. of a coun~y ~nd such a

ebaftve wIll .ffee~ the income dlstrlbu_lon ~nd produc~lon

.f • coun~ry, .speclally in ~he agricultural secbOr. ~lnce

land is ~. most. impOrtant 85••1: hell! 1n aqrerien economics,

any change in the t11~tI'1bu~lon of land holdlnq8 or 1n rental

aDd wage In~. 8eeurtn~ from each holdln9, mus. have ~1V

nllieent eff~. on distribution of 1nco.. M~ consumption. 9

Of aour.. a ehanoe in the dl.trlbu~lon of holding vl11

eheft;e ~he whole $tJ'UC1:ure of t.he c:ounUy, ?&r~ieulU'17 a

eountry like OU~8, where a major par~ of the netional income

ul... fl'OlD the aortculblrel aeet.or. If so what. 1. ~

,.pe~ method to 81ter the agrarian a1:rue~" Economic

4eYe1opNnt 1s often identified with economic ~th and

".1'811 ~.,.lopment Dog1na with a;rteultural d...loprnen~

""1''''1', .qrlcul~ral sect:or eontrlbUtAa ca91~el fln~ labour

to o~r seetors ot the eC"nomy. '!'he .enaver to~ ques

"on 1, tNtt 'Land Reforms ~re apt and suitable fNttllflJure to

aleer the 6gr3rlan strueture and lon~ holdln9. 'Any demand

Io~ lend retorms 1. pre-e:ondl t.1oned by ~ .xls~.nce of

O\ltillOc1e4 ~~p4Ir~y and utJufruc:~ery p1atlon. 1n the leJl4•

•

t. 'Poverty, Un.employrMn~ and DeVelopment. Polley - A Cas.
study of S.lec~d Ja8ue8 vl~ reference to Karale,
Centre for Development studl.s, Trlvand~, 1915, P-53.
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~ relat-tons beco:ne outr.lOded when t 1: doea not 88~t8fy the

~. of conWftporary aoctetoy, It.a requirements of pror:3uetJ.ve

.',lcleney and nol'i". of ~1 ~~ ,~tbu1:1v. jus~lee are more than

., lnteg.ral1y linked 1n a ~ro~r perspective of develQi>ment:

.f -o.~ underd.velo,ed count:rle. Asp1rtn~ tow3r~3 rapid

plenDe4 tren8form~~lon of. ~hetr economy snd society.10 Land

"fom. are policy in!leru..".n~n to alter the agrarian .true

..... It. helps ttJ re&1ee the ""Onopollettc ?Ower on lanCl by

lllftdlol'CSa, and al80 e bet.t:er ~thod toe' a~11sh or wen change

tlbe f..sallade newre of the sector. To ~e Galbrl.l1th

..... 'Land reformt~ is ;, ~evolu'tl.~nRry st.f)p, it. paSllClS power,

,.,..._ and et.fttu. frod\ one ~reUl:- in the ~)mrnw:lty to another!1

Ie c..,...'. Or)1n10n - L$nd ref'of ;lltt i"Irf! often viewed ~a an In-

au , for the -ehlevertlQnt of 91'sat4llU1ty and soeial Justice.

s dual purpon of serving i)r;tb 8S a redlstribUUve In-

......." and for achieving Iner.eMt1 p:o':1Uctlvl~y. )\s a redi

~v. tnstzumen~ lend r.~fo~~. h.l~~ to r~due. the ln~'~

lid.. tft ~be wealth distribut.ion, eoneur.tp-tlo11 aM so on. I~

..s.,e • MChanla8 39r1t:Ultural sector vhleh 183ds to selent.1flc

•
.. • .......adbaya, Nl'lpen, •operetioo' Rac;e and Land

..font. "~.pect:1ve 1n w.s~ nangsl .,.. DtlJcu.c.l~

...... aw, V01.XVI, noa.25-26, Juno '0-21, 1991,....
II. ~.1~ J.K., conditions of ~conomlc Change. in

• .....-..loped Countries, Farm Economica, vol. 33,
~"'"'' cl~ 1n t~rn.r. op.~1~, ~-29.
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.ad de'le1opec! cuIt!yadon 3ftd produet.1on. In t:he C8" of

.....t.1yl~J' side, when re-dtsUlbu~lon 1. telclno place,

.. lftcenuv. to produce more increases and ~bls will nAtu

wallr 1wlp to 8a~18fy the need for more food. And rgalll,

.....ptlon and the savlnQs or t.he people vill iner.....

"*- lftft.tmen~ 1n other sectorp of ~h. economy and overall

....lopment uk.. place. In 8ho" • ~be cenU'al i~ und..

lf1at the land ...eCom mtraSJu'•• wee ~.t. e;rlcul~t!1 1n~

__ ... nbat.ent.ially rlll.ad and th..... aft:er malnt.alne4 on

....... 1...1 DOt. as a me.... 181'08." tliO tM fume" 1Nt. as

..... of 1mplovln9 the !J~bl1!ty of the whol. ecOl'K1lftle

.,.... and promotino the 5~ta'~ economic ~o~c.6G.1? Lar~

....... help to ...duce pover~y and disparity bet.__ urhan

.. neal anas. '..mployment opparwnl~l.. inere..., and

..-d deMlopmen" uk.. place. Increase tn the et."ndard ot

Uylat of the pOO')le, educat.lon end cultural development.

_lal deYelopmen~ as a "hole are t.he nsults of sucb meaa

.... n.aal1y' Land refoma bas a plac. in 1me 1I'Owth and

.....1epMat. of c!emocraUc ln81:.1 blUons ••••• and In a d«no

...., a vide rllffu••lon of rights in land o~ an oppo~twnlty

til eocpa1I'e such rights 1& believed 8ft ••aent-lal force making

.. individual fre.dom and c:r.8~lv. individual!...!3

,.. a.kuena~.yanen,K.C., Economic itflects of Land Reforms
sa Jtehla. (~~) It theeis present:.ed to tMI Allgorb
....1.. vat"..lW fo.. the oegree of 0Gc.~ of Philosophy
Ia ....lc.. ~ll;arh, (Unpubl.lshed) 1910, P-Sl.

'Ie DWe .-60.
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There ere 80 many oD8ucla. ~ ~ p~pel' lmpl-.nu

"on of land reforms. "'the eeonomlc t'tnd po11"".1 pOWer

ueoelated vi til lan"'ttd Intar••~!J Is one of the lo:• ., obllucle•

• 1~ reform which inevitAbly involves tou~h pol1~lcal

dlelaiona and eonfronta~lons.·14 Again Domerl S mention.

.. 1mporun~ t;yp.. of obs~''lCl.8 to the proper imple:menta

\l01l of the m(~fJeure., s\~eh as Inurni'll and f;xt.ernal cbete

al... Under internel obstacl.. there may be lack of 0&"9__

..1••'10na (peasM\a, tenant~, share croppers etc.). ineffe

ct1.. 189isla~1on, laek of 8pecific criteria for land takino

pcoeedures with reBUlting delays In 1.91.1a~lon, financial

pnbl.... ete. Under axtet1ull obstacles there may be lack

of f0r81on financial asslstQne. In ttme, in certain ca•••

lan4 and other aqrleult:ut'al enterprise. owned or controlle4

laS' fore191' lnten.~. .~. Of course. in actual l-~ract.lce,

"peI' s.plementatlon of ~ land refo", meaa\ln8 18 "S'Y

4ll.1cNlt. TId.. rnt(Jht. be due t:o t.he abOve setd fac~a.

In IntSla, $Oon after lftdepen~, mass 891t.ft~ion•

... ol"98ftlsed .9aln.~ the extat1n9 land tenure sya~. SO

all the ."u government!! and 1:he Planning CGmftai••lon 0"''''
_n J..por-.ance to land reforll measuns. In J(erala, al80 a

•
, .. DOner, op.cl~ P.29.

... _, Ibid, PP. 29-33.
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....le. of land r(~fol'Rl meaaures ve... implemented by t:he

",v• .rnmen~ based Oft ....ral objecttves. 1~ wl11 be lntar

..Un9 to look into the 1mplementa"on of t:heM AcU. 1U

p&'Ogre.. end the overall .ffee".



CHAPTER III : LAND REFORMS). THEORY AND PRACTICE
IN KERALA /
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'1"he pr.!Sen~ Kel"ela statAl was fo~ lft@ Oft

llnguis't1c baei. by unlfy1n; the ~ st.eWtI of TJ:avancon

end coch1n and ~ distriet. of Malabu which wae a ~ of

the theft Madra. rre,ddency. The.e thr.. qeG9raphloal areas

had t!iff.Z*I~ 'en... relaUon. which were r8~" compllea"'.

The land In the .~ate we. ovne4 pen1y by private

p~•• and partly by ~he state. 8U~ prlva'- ownership was

laroely monopoli••d by the blob ca.te. via., Nemboodlrl•• and

...etamln., who wen ~ migraftu to the nt91on. The IftOftOpOll

.edoft of land ownership by the Brahlline or NBIIboodlri.. took

place ... when be~ft 8-11 ".0.1 They _... have &me

~. by acqu1J:lA9 l.,d for the umpl••, and iml'OUQIa ,,1e~ for

~el.... onee they realised this they publicised the myth

the. \he whole land of Karale vae p~8.nt.ed to t.h-. by Lord

PU't!unar:.... 2

The Nemboodlr18& aDd Ba-s....ln. did not. culd-va_ ~ land.

They 1ease4 out the land to He.,..... Thi. resulted In tenancie..

1. s8&'adhemont. K, ~r98nce of " ~:lave C•• toe I Pu1.ya. of
Kerale, ?eo";le. PUltl1shing House, New DlIlh1, 1980, P-2S.

I. Vu;heae, T.e., "9rarlan Change end £concmlc COftstlC,l\&8ftcee,
land ~.s 1n Kersl.. 1650-1960. Allied PUblishera,
Bombay, P-14.
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such as Kf1IJIIfftl P.~tom, Ku.hl1c'kan8lft etc. A8 tJ.me passed. 'the

vbole 8U\1cWZ'e of land nl.~lon8hlp oame to be d.~l'tDlned

end 90vemed by ~ castle helrarchy, end boUt work.-d In unJ.eon

to effoc_ • new t.yPe of rigid social s~ltdflce_1on: Tbe

urlva1 of POn~ N\d the OQ~h durin; the eM of the 15th

and middle of ~ .1xuen~ centuries, 3M ~ MySOl"eaft ~e~

of Ma1__ aAd COChln 1ft ~ middle of the 18th 4MI'ltAu'Y had

sl9ftlflcan~ly influenced the land ~uwe r91.~on. an~ struc

ture in ~ee r~loft.. follovlni;l ~ "Y80reen conquest. few

the first. Ume • lend ..~Uement va. in~ while ...Ulng

with actual eulUvatore 1:he government. ceme lntD "lrec. 1'81_

~on.hlp ~l~ 6Ctouol culUvfs~rs over1ook1no ~he _peZ'lo~

ole••••• '

Pol' • p!'098r und.rll~8ndln9of ~ lane! tentln avucwr.

aft(! ~e nfo1'1ftS measures we 1'lIWJ~ have 801M Idea nO&l'cSlno the

tenure systems tha~ existed in ~he ••ate pS'lor ee the forma1:1on

of Ker81a. rtrae .... deal with -.nun SY." ~._ existed in

Tl'1JY~n.

•
.~. 1. explained as - when t.he conuol of lan4 vea
Uiiiilerre4 m 8rahm1ft temple,. or chi.ftsnb undeco
coercion. the eult.lvetors were given ~ un~~.~and the.
t:hey WON do 1~ a. a t:ocken of all1;lence orn~
Ken_ - ..n. 'KMS1ck.'. s.. V3rQheee, op.elt.. pp.l....15.

4. Ibid.
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Ir,v-noon
there wen ~ important ~ype!l of land tenures 1ft

'1'rwancon. They ~re ·zlna'(.!':>k.' ADd 'Jem' lands.

The land owned by the ;overmen'" were lmown ft8 tPy4,rQXW'

land and ~ o,-her •• 'J!!'!!!OJ!' landSl. 'l~SaE"vlU' landa

(strear land.) were divided into tpan41!£S!ty 'ka Rasp' or

•Ptpdgtaypk' 0t."·. An tmpor~1: featun of tenure tela

~icnshlp 1n TreY~ncore th~~ dls~lnqaishe. it from other

r8f111on.s was ~et he~~ ,('5 m~jor port,ion of land was 0VIM4 by

~ .~w. -By~. 1850' e about 80 percent. of the CNld,vetad

lane! and whol. of the vaste l.ad had become sire"r l_de~ The

numb_ of .1.-1. wen very small, and dw m.jori~ of 'the

populatJ.on consisted of agricultural labOurer. an~ cult.lvators.

The 1:8nanu leased 1n both tPMc!'fav!5' A!D4' and 'flD"
land for eult.1Ye~lon. •on the whole ~ 8~fHl8D Sf!tuaUon

in TraVaDOOn waa fu better than in Malabar lit. 'thi. t.t.,

and it. wes fur'ther improved by ~)ro~s81ve stJ!M ,,~lon

'thz'ouqh out. the latter helf of t.he cenuarr.'

Lite. other region., in Tr0v~neore also the ~an. had

no ownership riQh~ 'rhe eondl~!on of ,*,ancy vorune4 ••

tJ.me passed and tncr.eae 1n populet;!on. In ordel' to reduce

the evil effeet.$ of tenency. rn 1~~. 3 noyel Edict. w~s

• •
6. Ibid, po-44.

,. Ibid. P-48.
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i.sue~. which 8~~ted th~t the tenant$ should pay the dues to

t.he jenmle$ and the 141nmles ~hould ftl10w the ~.nants 1:0 eon-

tlnue cultlva~l~n so 10D9 as they p~ld the jen~le& f.ueo. In

le65 ft ~~ttom proel&~~tlon8 was l~.u.d and this provided

ownership rlQhts to the tenant cultivators of s!rcnr l~d.

The proclamation elao gave right to r.strteted t~.n$f.r of

their properties. According to Vargh••e., In an economy 11ke

del.llreC' form of wel)lt.b 8S well ea the mejor source of liveli.

~.s. It cau••d a 8PUI'_ In trnnsaet10ns revolvlnQ aroWid land,

and thl. peved way for elC.9fllUtlon 1n economic act,lvi~Y.9 III

196' .M~.r: pl'Oclamation vas isaued by t.ha au.. which 1)1''

Yen1:ed the j enrnt.. f rom wieting t:helr tenant.. .0 long ••

they paid the rent. ~nd other due.. Next important leQ!sletlon

113. the 'Jenml l'llld Kudlyan Regulation of 1~eS-a6', which oeve

the kudlyan permanent occupancy rioh~. tn hi. hold1nqa. In

1949 another ac~ was enacted via., ·pr.v.n~1on of evie~lon of

Ku41kldappukars Ae~t. which conferred the Ku~tkld8ppUkaran

permanen~ rit;Jht. of oeeupancy subj ec:~ too certain condl"Ofte.

• Due to these 'benevolent. pollele3 pursued by the .t.a~,

there was conelderabl. d.velopmen~ of 4Qriculture, whicb manl

fG~t..d lt~.lf in e ph.nomeoal 1nera~~e in ~e a~ea cul~iv~t..d.l0

8. 'rhe proclal'!'lat.1.l)n Wft1'!l lsr:uec! on June 1, lASS, W'h1.ch h",_
been eonlll!rtercd the 'Met;na CarQI of t.he '1'r"vMcore ryou.

9. VargMese, op.elt. p.6S.
to. Ibid. p.69.
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Th. lend temue relati01'l and pattern in Tr8v~ncore va. btt~t.er

t.han any other reqion&. According to vU'ghe•••, by ~ end

of ~. 1''ttl een~ry, Tray.neon hod elmotJ~ ehlft:ed over to a

region of peasant proprietora. (St.et8 contl'011ed major por

tion of the Imd).

The import.ant 1~n1 tenures J.n cochtn were •~,ndtr.,.,a)(!·

and f P»Eavalc,' • fendaEtVI!Se lend were held under DUb~ldiary

tenure. 11k. '~!fYM ?,ttgm', 'K,nam', f~dlm!', f~QPbhopam',

• KHlIPm", • DE e ' etc. In the c aee of •fqr!v.ls.' land. pro

prietorship was vested 1n a third par~. In each!n. major

portion of the land vas owned by jemie. and t:be. rest "'••

under the tJt.~te ownerl'h!p* Gt.at.e owned lMd (slrcar lend)

P!!Jd!ba!'tSI2I! the tenan~ had no ownership rights or rlqht.s to

~an.f.r. tJnder the tenur1al conditione in which eul~iv~tlon

w•• tHtln; prect.lced 1n the at.a., the posU:!on of the agri

cultural laboureclI tmI!Jt be ftx{)eC-ted to have been worse 1ft

Cocblft t.han In Travencore and st.111 more becauae of tbelZ' 1"8

18t.1.817 large RWftb4r and very 11."rJt~ scope for elternlltUve

~~laymeft"11

•
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In 1863. ~ vr."..~ ~...leU-on of '1(I9P' t:enanu

an £d1ct of the Raje vas Sa.ued. Another tmport4n~ 1_91_1a

~ton V65 tho .ettlemen~ proclamation, (1'04-1905'. which gnve

full propr141t.ocy r1ghta to holders of ',fand'EfY'ke', 'V'M

?t;tom' land•••UbJec't to the payment of .t3te revenue. Coah1n

Tenancy Act of 1'14-15, ?rocl~fttton 3 of 1936, Coehtn TQftaney

Act of 1938, 'roelama~lon 6 of. 1941, COChin V.rumpst~~ar.

Aet of 1943, ~:"OVaaw_ Verwnpattom (s.ttlemen~) t'roel8"'l~~lon.

1943, and ?roel8MAtlon of 1'.9 nre c.r~81n other 1mpOr~

le~1~18t!ons during thlv period.

ProelemaUon 3 of 1936 vas lam...'" for 8t.8y1nq ubltary

evlct!one of KUdlxldappukers from their home.teed. It nleo

conteI"re4 8f.>curlty of tenure on ',\SlOe' \omU'es. The Act. of

1914 made provisions for compen88~lon to tenants end fl~l.y

of i':anam tenure.. In the Coehln 'r.nancy Act of 1938. instead

of Ken_ tenancy certa1n other t.enanet•• were included.

Through tne C~hln Verump&t.tomdara J\c:t., p.rmanen~ occ:upaney

right was given to the 'Y'N!! raS:tem' tenan... The ueva8WAm

Verumpattom (set'tlemnnt) l?roelnm~tt()n of 1943 ~.v. the pathm

3are ~rman.nt. r1qht.s of occu;"ancy 1ft r ••pee. o:f th.lr hold

ings. This Ac. l.e1<.1 down thi'lt. the tenants .boule' not. be evlc

t.ed for :l:rc,',rs of r.nt.. ~rocln.""at.1on of 1.49 beneflt.ed all

those V.arcam pat.tomdare,Kan_ tenan~s, etc.
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EveR wl~ all the•• land 1.91s1~~lon. the ~ants con

~1~lon had no~ lmprovedmuch. This we. mainly bec~us. of the

fac:~ that. lnvar.lably the lan~lor4s were 8UCce.sful In evading

the • fixity provision' by leasing lends on 'terms an~ condi

tions ~lto98tn.r .xemp~d trom the }\c~12

The tenurlel "ystcm 1n Malabar S(lems t.oO be quite complex

and COftIIpl1cat:ed. t".~""en the 'Jenml' and the 'cui~iv"tol'" ,

there were r:everal t.enente, and fnw-tenant.s. UncleI' a jenmt

there 1$ 98nerally one or more •K,n8l'ftds,' under whom one or

teOn 'YIMett5pl' ~.n~s, who 1n turn cultivate ~ let'ld

through hired agricultural 13bour.r~; or dlree~y by themselve~.

'1'he 'i-.ml,,· have been absoluUt ownere of lanet, and t.hese

jenml•• belonqed to the higheac ca8~ In ~he CAste helrarehy

11lee Namb':~dlrl.s or Nayars. Early 1n the 19th century ••

population grew end p~smur. on land increas.d, ~.r. va. stiff

eompetl~lon tor land. DUe to sever. hardahlps t.he ryoca bee,~

rest.1...13 It 18 observed that the main reason for the M3ppl1a

au1:br~U:. 1n many !,l8rta of Mnlaber WillS du. to the \tnres~ 1n the

Agr3rlan relation nnd stru~tur.. Follcwlnq thin severAl inqu

iry commlas1ons were appotntft~ by the then Mndrns GOvernmenc

12. Ibid, p-1JS.
1~. 'Land Reform. $urvey in Kerala, 1966-61, R.por~ Bureau

of Ec:oncmlc8 and 6t.a.t.l$t!cs. 1'rl-",::ndrum, 1?"~' P'-23.
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1n or0er to lnqul~ abou~ the r.e9~n for the ftorerlan unren~

and the conditions of the ten8n~e. In 1852. Mr. 9~rftnge W~8

appointed ~ inquire into the C~UStUI of M.ep!>11a outbreaks.

In 1~1tj4 the >'3d ar J\4ala", COUl"~ 1ns~1 t.ut.~ an inquiry into

the exlsUng land 1:,enur•• of Ma l ab ar . fJ\18 to t.he large scale

evle~ion of tenant.s, the sit't:ll~on created out of it tw!eame

1881. Mr. Logan was appointed to inquire into the lar.d tenures

ment ~et of 1~5', W88 another Import~nt step in this series.

In 19,9 Maleb81' 'ren ttncy Ac~ WiJ& pas$ed Ilnd this he," ,.,as the

outc:ome of the reeoromenll!e~lon. 'fled. by t.he Rlllghaveyya comml

~tee, appointed by the qovern~.nt in 1927. This Ae~ conl.rred

flxt~y ot tenure on verumpattomdara holcU.ng, ant! al!o gave the

riqht. to ;:'!«t\and renewal of t.helr leas8 on 'K-lnamdv.!t _ 'K\I~hJ.

Jssne"!£" end custot1liU'Y • 'v-.S1r@1:tofn<" Jr . · . rail' rent. wa.

al30 fixed on the b~ldB of tncome from land. aec::ause of the

lneffectivoness of ~1. ACt. another oommlt~. was appo1n~

by the ;overnmen't to study the problem. in the agrarian atrue

ture. This CfYm\l t-. was l(nown •• ~ Melal>ar Tenancy Commt

~tee In 1939. Md this comrnlt.ue s'U";Jge"tec! ceruln mae.urea

to l.""prove ttltt !l1tuation b.~ween landlord and t.enan~ • In the

abg..nce of any effort to change the lend tenur$ system, it-. con

Slml~ ,,~ i!i Wf\f.J. ',rJJSf. wi th '\"1 th8 ftV1.1!: ~tt~eMd to It. 14

14. Var9tl$eae, op.eit. p.63.
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DUe ~ the incre... In population. ~nd increaae In the grip

of 'J.-te.' ri9ht. on land c~u9.d continuous agruian UftZ'elSt.

1n ~1. region at the weaf the formation of the pr.sen~

at-ate.

After the unification of Trav.:)nccn and Coc:hln cerbin

legislations have been enacted 1n Travancore-eoehln region to

brJ.n9 about uniformity 1n t:be tema.l"181 relationships in the

r.Q~. Travancore-cochin Prevention of Kudlkldappukare Ae~,

1955 Is one of the Im~"lOrt.an~ In this respect.. 11\1. Ae, pre

vented wletlon of kudilcldap;Nlter except under certain oUeum

at,6ncea. 'the K~nS'ft Tensncy Act of 1955, eont.rr.~ full {-'ca

pri.tory rights Oft 'ISM!!!' ten~ntfl IlUbJect. too P8ymen~ of

tJenmlkarem t • Another 1~181ation was the Travanoore-coeh1n

Compensa"lon for Tenant.s Improvement Act 195'. In which provi

.ions wera made for the payment. ot eompen.sllt.lon for ~ant.·

l:nprovemenu 1n th4t state of Trevencore-eochln.

The influence of castel.... 1n K..al. soclet.y 1. very

wida ..,.. today. au ~re mloh~ h.ve been one soc!.t.y. where

equa11__!' pnvallt14 1n lee complete acm•• during t.he px-lmlt.1ft
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••~. '....ben end where symptems' of C~l.t4t orlglnat.ed we <Jet no~

know. There ere difference of opinion 8bOu~ l~ Any how, one

thlno we know, this C.8~.Sed helrarehlcal soole~y pr.vented

~he Ql'Ovth 8nd development of t.he society. OUrlnQ tM e8rly

pa~loda, as we hnve lIe.a earlier, ceruln high oastes particu

larly the BratDlns, conUOlled the 8oc1al sysate, and owned

the major portion of 18n~. People at the ~s~ ladder of the

cas. helrarchy ftel ~he&" ovn.~ My l'roper~y no. had Any su=••

'rhe.. lowes t cas~. were el ther sla... or .~uc~ labOurers.

l.at.er they became serfs or workGn, and their posiMon nov is

r8~ pathetic.

'the 5Oclo-Poll~loo-eultur81developments 1ft Keral.

~rin9 the l8tt.~ half of the 19th ~nd early half of the 20th

cent,ury encouraged to chan<;e the 81 tu8Uon upto a ceruin

exten~ In Ker81. at. t:hat ~lrne exlste<! joiD~family .ya~,

both p.~lareh81, and matriarcbal system of inheritance. The

10vest caste people were denied of all riqht.a, ~~y were no~

even allowed to w811c ~hl'Otlgtl ~he public mad. Right. to educa

don an~ social l1fe were also c1enled to them. They wero

eonsldend as 'unteuch8ble.· or •Pol1u~d CIUtte·. Later they

came to be known 8. ·Harlj ansi •

There were ~r.. 1mporun~ s tronQ moVemeD'te 8981.... 1:he

caste and caste poll'tlea 1ft KerB1a ~ln9 the fir•• half of
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thi. century.1S The most importan~ vas ~he oroanisation of

the C88~6 1n (Jeneral, end the bae~vard caste in particular.

The Ezhsvaa, one of the backwerd caste organised es a stroftO

9rouP and agl~'ted 8gatn8t the caetelsm an~ worlted tor eoe!81

reformation. 1e The Har1jans, espeelally the Duley.. were al90

oro-ni.1td and demanded for education end o~el' social su1:US. t1

Besides the organisation 1n the backward caste there wa.

ol'ganls8t.lon ~nc; tohe forward CASUS elao. The orvan1aftt,1on

of ~he Namboodirla. against the rigid social cuntoma pr.val1ed

15.

16. 'l'bl. orOftnlsatlon 18 1<nown tlS the t srea Narayane Dharma
.-arlp.lana aan9ham' (SNOP), which 1s one of the strongest
o~anlsetlon even ~ay, see Unn! R8Ja, op.c1t, p.30.

11. The leader of this oroanisatlon wae sri ~yyankall, who
a~ngely org8n1s~ the oppressed caste. an4 led them
for: e social refor?'aUon. Tbe name of t.he organisat.lonv.. ·hlayar Hebe 5abh.'.
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In ~h.ll' C'l8t:e V"8 8180 enCX)\lr8C)ed the I!IOY«I'lents.
18 The

N8yars a180 OI'Qani8e~ and moved a9alns~ the cuntoms pr.veiled

In their caste. 19 with ~18 ano'ther lrtlporunt movement. a180

emerged Ie., ehe aQ.1t.at.lon for t;he abolition of joint family

system end dlsulbutlon of landed propes-tv to the member. of

the family.

Yet ano~r significant movement c!UrlnQ t.hl. period

Was the movement aqain•• the Britisb Colonialism. ~l. helpe~

~ mobill•• pee?l. ~ fight aqainst the Brittshers and evl1a

tha~ were pel'petuate~ by the caete hindUs.

1'he last :.t.nd most re"'101utionuy movement. In ~1.

period vas the mobilization of ~h. wor~lno class people and

others W\der the banner of the Communle~ Party. All the_

IIC)vernent.. had their repurcuaalone 1n the a;rarlan 8.c~r al••

\~ emervence of capitalist. farming wore.ned the condition of

t.tw -.nan~. They were subjacted to eviction. The 8Qrulan

seene •• a whol. needed M1 al1:eraUon.

• • •• - I IF'

19. The oI'Qltnl!u~~ion known as 'Yoga Y-ahema Sabha', aad
the demand for modem edue8uon, 3ft(l more 11'••~

tlO •}\,ndharj anams', etc., vea t.heir iMportant ~6ftda.
Of cours., 1~ waa aimed to reform • pal'Ucular casta,
it hel)ed the movement of other ca••• IndlreoUy.
The name of V.~. Dha~tadtrtp8d Is importan~ lD thl.
respect. See Unn! Raja, o~.cl~, p.31.

1'. 'rhis 18 known nil Nayar S,e r vl ce Socl.~y (NSS) and the
name of Manna~ Padmanahh~n is relevant 1ft tbl.
reapect.
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The Kerala st.ate vas formed in 195£, and following

the flrut generel .lee~ion, the communls~ Par~y was vo~d

to power. The COl'tlr.l\Intst; Part.y in t.heir .1.cUon manifesto

unequivocally promised to und.r~~k. land refo~ ~8~ to

enhance the seams of ~ tenan~f' anc! the labourers. The

mini stry carlle to pOwer on 5th l,pr11 1957, £'led in 'this yeu

1t.eel! a legls1!ltlan WCI! enacted to stay the ev1cUon of

tenants by 1,md1ords. In 1959, the 1(81'81. "orariM Rel_

'tiona 8111 (KARBl v~s presented In the I.saembly by the QOvem

meft~ Re9ardln9 this bill. it ie observed 'that. • De.pig ~

declared part.y posit.ion on the auestion of ~n8at1cn, ~

KMa provided for payment. of compentutt.lon to 18ft4 owne~•••20

And 81eo the bill provided more benefits to the laroe holoers

t.han for the pOOr people. Ana '$he REOROn" ref9m of 'wai£1!.U

20. Haj, r~.~., and t11chel 'rhar l!iliall p.r., Lend J;eforma 1D
KGI"_l. en4 it.a lnt:")aet. on 'the disulbut.loft of holdings.
-A paper pre~ented to t:he seminar on Logan· c centenary
celebera_lona, Ko.talkode (1991). ope'. rur~1' 'their
U9'o&T.en~ eont1nwt8 ••••• If 'the proposed benefi" of
land I".fo~ eoul~ ~ceru. "leo~. u~r .tra~. of
~ent.a operating their holdings wi th h1red laboV'
though 1n 1ta bro3~ policy of ~ oommunls~ pa..-, v••
c1.. ~t. only ~s. who eonutbu~d ~hell' own or
their femlly members labour 1n cultivation could
quellfy as acwal t.lllers and that. ownership rlgb. were
to be conf.rr~ only on ~.
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maS19DIlI wa' ~f.tgr.. tneffsgS, bf'II!s!llx • mW!!M!!L fsr
pfop of t.ttn,nex wl t.h ! y!ew to "' 1!!g1i5!oo. 21 Any hmt.

the bill has not. got. the 8S8ent. of t.be pnalden~ and due to

the pol1deal and ot.her dwelopments 1n the st.;". the caamu

nla. Government. W~. di.-la.ed by the P~81dent. of India, Oft

31s. July 1959, after t.want.y seven mont;ba rule. 22

Af~r .ffee~ing certain ch3ngea in the s111 in 1963

8flO~r ACt. was passed by the then ,)Overnment. ~hl. 1s one

of 1:he moot. lrnpori:Mt Lend H.font Ac~ in this serle. 8ft4

i. known 4!! the 'Kerala Lanrl neforms A.ct.' (~!.JtA. 1ge3). The

celltng limi t. 1n this ACt. W:.18 ra1sed (36 acre.), cerUiD

plantations (:;uch aD cashew, pepper, coconute1:C.) wen ex.ntp

ted fl"Om the ceiling lave • .';;ima l 1 holders' were re&aflned

as those who are h.avt.no Intere5t. In land ur,tto 24 ear•••

The.. chanqe. were made 1ft accordance wt t.h 1:.he dlrectJ.on of

the .....ldeftt of Indi..

~.... l.rnpl..nt.s~lon of this "C~ ~li. very .low. Now the

5ute once more came under Preaddent.'. rule. In 1'8' • coali

Uon l'fl1n1ewy UNS.r the leua.rshlp of Communi.t. P.~ (M) came

21. ll;mph••ls 1. ad:~.d, Ibid. p-1.

22. 500ft afte~ ~he InU'OductJ.on of t.hit bill, ~ the
opposl tlon parde, whO were Bupport.4lra of landlol'da
and Jenmlea suonglyopposed the Bi·U. T~ .touted
891ut.1ona 3981net. the governmenc. ·Vimochane s_ ar am'
1n t:hla eon~xt. 1s el80 rel."an~
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to po~.r. Th19 mlnl~try ~~1~..~ ~~ un~~. the unfinished

"ask in the ~111 of 1957 f ~nd for ~1J; the he" nf 1963 ;.menue",

l\nd tM Kel'e itt Land Reforms (Amen&lent) '~ct of 1969 enacted.

In ~hl s study we (\...1 wi th the !Oslo provisions of ~1. ~ en~

~ impftc_ of tll.lt implementation. 1"he 1mport.8n~ obj eeUves

of this j\et: wae (8) to ebollah tenency and to conteI' ownershlp

rights to the tenan~s. (b) to confel' ownership rlqh. to the

kudlkldappukare and finally (c) re<}l.tI'13~lon Oft ownershlp and

pos••salon of lan~ 1ft .xcee. of ceiling area .n~ dlapo••l of

exce.8 land. The proqree8 In implement,eUon and ~ effeeu

of ~•• roforme are discussed below.

Peg'!;' end ?rnfjPSstl of tht as"
1. !snglPCX f.·mU~!op,

~

~t.1on8 3 to 14 of Keral. Land Meforma Ac~ expla1ft

~ prov181one re9ud1n'l) ~ tenancy atiOli~ione The lIDS'

lmpor~t. aim iJ6h1nd til!» law was to vi~ out l3Ddlord1am

fl'Om 'the agrarian auuctuna and to confer ownerehlp rlghu

to t.he '*lants. Govenvnent.' s slogan was 'land tIO Ulle~8

of the 8011'. Her. one 9Mulne doubt roar 8r:t.... whet;M1' the

land h~s b~ dl$~1butsd to the ~G~l tillers of the eo11 or:

tllO the tenGnu. Of cour... the beneficlul.. are dMI middle

men whO vere tclanu. B\a~ tohe, wen ustno hired labour for:
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cul~lve~lnq t:be land. The•• thlnge vl11 be dl.eussed "f...

...lnq the lmplemenut.lon of ~8 A~

'I'M st.ate Le.nd lJeud was vested ·,;1th th6 ovual1 charge

of the tt<blnlstret1on of the Ker<lla t.nnO Heloma AC~ In order

to speed up the 1mplemonea1:1on process abou. bMnty 81ght. land

Trlbunl.lls were ap;olnted Gll over in 1(.&"&1. in 196••

Upto June 1981, the to~l n'Ulllber of ce... regardtnq t;he

conf.rmen~of ten4IDCY in ~ Land Board Vft. _3621., (!II dl.~

rlcwlse receipt of c.... and dlsfXHu'ls ere gtWft tn -'ppenf!1X-I.

Table-I) and of thea••50985 (99.66 peft....1:e';e) eases have

been dlapo8ed of. !~nd ~hl. show vi~~lly the lmplementtaUon

of this scheme is eompl.~. au. of +:h. d!5'roet'c:' (',,~., '468586

(61.39 pereent:491) COUGU &$ allotR'd dispo!'..,lae The belance

of the ~t.pQaa18 have been mostly rejected e~.e.. 'fhe eerti

fle~te of purchase 1=;sued to the allowed dt£no.!als .ftmOunts to

'441649 (98.91 pereen~~ge), which lef. only e tttti. P4rc.ut~Qe

of b.lance. 23 Any how, more than 2.4' million ~8ft~od ~lote

become the pro~Z'~ of their former ten3"~!J. 8n1 t'hls l~ ~re

oc 1••• con.l.ten~ with the governmen~ cl.~. ~_ 2.! million

tenen1:a had oenefltGt' ~:l.ng ti'Ht 1tIJ>1ementatdtm period. Here

23. iI.aU source, ltMJ': 30aro, 1(.;:~la, ~t'OCeedlng•• L8(A)
3-na'78/ll1 dated, 24-1-1901. complle~ fC'Oftt the various
t1\JUre.,.
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the t:oul area dtsutbutad und.,. th,le 18 not ;lven any where

In ~he rel:>oru. 24 9u1: cero1D writers he'" trIed to .s~1mate

the tot:al area distributed undel:' this SCheme.
25 Radha'u:1shnan' 8

st.udy ahove t:ha~ tllS on Febl'Uary lCJel, (4 mon~. back) the tDt.el

recelpu of cas•• vae 3650943 snd of ~.. 363'1956 (99.'. per..

centaqe) have been dls908cd of_ and in ~t. al~ disposals

being 2459491 (".61 perc:en~aQ8). The to~l are. of lend

covere4 by the allowed dlspose19 haG been estimated •• 1'61593

acres, and ~ average ana per case or tenanted plot. work.

out. to O.SO aC.I'••• 26 heet.ly one yeaI' bedt to ~1.. by the

beQlnn1n9 of Fehruary 19no. Herrin." c81eula~ tha~ 2.4

million anan~ plot.n eecured ownership rlghu to ita po.....

ers ~ the everaoe area pel' t.enen1:ed plot. 88 0.80 acn.. If

~. this as the everage ana, the _~l ..... ~.U'lbuted upto

June 1991_ wone out. 8. t914968.a acre., where 2.4' ntillton

74. since Lend 9oar4 is the main source, the ana d1sU'lbUtec5
Is not.Jiveft 1n the proc..o<1tn98 which they 1NPP11ect. And
a.U. C8 for plennin9 19a0, GoYernmeft't of Kersl., The
Directorate of Economics and st.aUaUca, 1s one of the
r.lf1Yen~ source. ~ is.. '( 1980 ) does no~ qives -7 dB"
relatAd to the en.. '1'Otel caaee are ~1ven.

2S. Impo......~ 1ft ~18 en, (U Radhakriatm... p. Lend Reform.
1ft 'theory and iPract1ce, The 1(8,ral. Experience, EPW,
vol.XVI, No.52, v.c.26, 1981, and (2) Heerlnv J. Ronald,
'Abol1~10ft of Landlordi.. tD Karel•• A Redlatrlbut!on of
Previlagel CPW. Vol.XV, No.21, June, 28, 1980.

26. Radhakrlahnan.P. op.c1t, P. A-130•

.". Herrlft9, op.clt.
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tenants have been benetlted. Herring ArQUed tha~ alnce <tenants

frequently leased 1n plo~. from several lendlorda, t.hen .-re

more ·elt...• than • tenanu·. SO he eolcula'tet! that the 8ve1"8(Ie

tenant 8eens U) hiWe had aboUt. b.JO tenanted plots. and hit

calculated the number of ~n~ houaeholda benefited as 1. 'Z7

milllon, en average area of 1.A6 acre per tenan~ fol1owlnO

~1. l-ladhakrt.shn.' 8 stu!!y shove ~~ only 1.23 million tenan.

bolas.holeS. beneftted. Besec! on ~t. ~ total households bene

fl~ emo'W'l~ to 123.293, I) littlo more thilft Radhaltrlshnen'.

eB~_•••

The enectruent of the laod relon leq1.1adon conferlno

ownership rlQht to tenanu gave a death blow to the lendlol'4iem

1n Keral.. It. helped t'Dabollsh the feudallstic form of 8Ql:'8

zolen .truc~.. Mo.~ of the otm$'&'shlp tl'anafera t;ook place

under th18 provision ot the Ac-.

i)U'lno 196&-67, 59.7 ",ercent of t.ha total holding. vere

1.s8 theft on. acre In slH and the average area 1" ~.~

conet-1tuWd O. 38 acre., and t.he operated ar.. 1. 12... pereen

age of the total ana operated. 28 '1'tlrough t.he tenancy abOll

tolon .ach tenen~ 00. an averaoe area of 0.80 acne, the ~aoe

ar•• of a tenant. !lou••hold Is 1.60 acns. ·I~ ha. el1mlna.d

I]
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t.he eon.valn~ Oft agricultural product-Ion posed b7 vedlUonal

landlor41_, it hea 1'180 constrained a new conatraint t.hrouQb

the fragmenta_ion of holding, 8n~ any pOsitive 981n. out. of

the releaee of land from the monopoly of the landlord elas. 1.

persumably neutralised.- 29

Recent st.u~1.s30 show that the 1rDplemenu~lonof thi.

acheme has b.ccught. about three .matn ela.... arnonrJ the former

t4manta. 'fhe largest. tenant. owneCfl now became landlord. end

are trylnq ~ exhibit feudal characteristics of their: fo~

...teI"'. At. the lovest. (JIOUP there are eel'uln holders who Me

bavinQ only a little bit of land, which do not. provide~

any gainful employmeft~ Bnween these t.wo .x~. there ls

yet. another group • t.he small holders. These peoplo are cul

Uva"no their land by themselve. or ~uQh hired labourel'.

The former group, the tenent.-t:urned landowners, are cult.lvat.

in; their lan~ with hind labOurer. '1'bey al. \UJ4t ~ftl

~hnolo9Y and manures for: lnueaa1n9 producuvl-,.. perheps,

the capitalist. fom of c:uldveUon In agriculture mloh~ "

\me cofttl'lbU.don of thl. orouP. The piner. of _all blu

of land, '=he • hutmeft~ dweller.' ap supplying enoulh l8boul'

••
29. Radbakc-lshnan, P, op.el~•• P.A-I)1.
30. see, rot.neher, P, Joan, "The 1.saone and Non-lessoa8 of

ICeral., A~Ic:ult:w:l!ll laboul'ers an4 pover~, uw, speclal
num~, vol.XVI, !bid. 1990, end Radhaltrlshnan ", OPecl-.
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to t:heae rnoups. Herring vid\ the de" colleeUd from 1'7

villao-s 1n K~al•• observes the~ -The 8bol1tJon of tenancy

relation va. certain ~ benetl~ a laroe number of landholders

whose class statue va. relatively high end who.. aorarlen

helrsl"Chy was rela~lv.ly prlvile<JlB4.- 31 1ft .hor./1mpl__~

~lon ot the scheme helped to tl'3ftsfer land Oft a laroe scale

fl'Olft landlords to tenllftU, landlordi_ disappeared end • new

class of owners emerged In 1ta plac.. Thi. elass eomprleed ef

(1) large land owner. (11) emall holder. and (111) tiny ~lder8.

The IJtICOnd major obj ect.ive of Lftftd Reform. Act. 1. the

confe,r.'Den\ of OW'lef'shlp ...1obte to the • KudUddappultars' •

P.~bapc. maJorl~y of the be....ficlar1es 1ft ~ta ~ be1on98

to &chedule" C8S_. Tbrouqh t.his l'l'Ov!sSon l_htl of landleea

people bee_ -lend holders· atld changed their po8it,lon ..

~1. Herring J RonGld.·~bolltlon of len~lordl~ In south
In~l•• A Redls~lbu~lon of Prlvl1eoe~. Land Tenure
Newa Let~. USA, Aprll-J~ 19AO. p.3. Rl!dhMrl.hnara.
p. op.clt. 8180 m.ak••1mll.. obsorvaUona. U. polnb
OU~ tba~ "Heny of tM rlob land owners, who beaaM
cnmers of all lends leased 1n by ehenJ on the gov.m
menta amsumpUon t.ha1: they were the • \\iller. Of ~
11011'. do not. ~tll the so11 by thfauelves bu~ onl7
~ni... the work of hlc.d labourers M

• P.A-131.
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nee.tona 75 to SOG Of ~he Karale Land R.fOrmll Act. deal.

with the rlght8 and l1abl11tl•• of kUdlkl4appukara and r~t1on

,,32 st.1rmlatel eond1~ion. und.,r which the kud1kldapPQ CaD ~

shifted. Up. 30-6-1981, 1there wen 6,963 caMa und_ .ec~lon

" and O\l~ of thi. Ie,.. (99.58 percenuqe) cas•• ven disposed

of In f8VOur of 1:.he lru.d11cld~~kar. M~ 1n the 0••• of 1.'09

(24.55 pereen~age) C3~ee ~he requ.~~ of the landiorda were

eonot6ed. The re5~ of ~he e~eeo were either rejeo~ O~ di••

posed on rmrtual 4oree'Mtft-' 'this ehowe ~a. ebou. 1.109 kudi-

·,dcSeppu1carlJ haa been sbltt:ed from their JtudiJtlCSappll on the

nque.~ of ~ landlord.

secUon 90A(9) 33 of the Act. p~"id•• right to the

kud11tldappuJtaren to 8h1f~ hi. JnadSJcl&lpP'l 1f it. osuna My

inconvenience to hill. He can op~ a new por~lon of land. and

the coat. should be leased by the landlol'de undo&' thi.

seoUon up. June 1981. 6919 C:.~.8 vere rece1~ and "94

III

32. The law .~te. that. WIder certain eon"! t,iona the kudl
ltldappl1careft aba11 be fore.d to sbt!. hie talt!11d.&appu,
provldM tbat. he f#houl~ be 1::fo%'me15 8bou~ the ahlfUno
prior t:o one month••nd t.he lendowfter .hoU1d 9t.". -.other
ponlon of 1aft(! to the lNdlltI4appu1(aran. The k.rala t.aD4
a.fonea Ac-. Pe90.

33. WMre ~he ku41Jtl4appulcU"an applied under secdon (1) of
secdon 809 for purch!l~. of hi I lcudlldda)lpu, and ~ Lan~

Tl'lbwael Oft epplicet:.ion w1 th in whlcb such t.l.Nt ae maF be
prescribed by the perDOft in po~Pe8.1on of land In which
~ kudl1cldappu t.n Id.tllSt.e~, lrJ aatlsfl~ thet. the porUon
to 'be purcbasod Is so loc.ted •• ., cauae lneonveftlence to
hi., the r..a....c! Tribunal mr/ requln the kudlltl4appuka1'aft to
P'U"Obel!Je anot:hft porUon of the land, provl~ 1:ba_ the
1Nd11l1dappuku&m aball haw the rlqbt: to opt. for the pQr
don to be 'PUchaee6 end the co.~ ahould be leased bJ tM
land 0WIe~. KLR ACt, op.elt:, p.9S.
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(tA.?7 ~rc.nt.age) caneR were disposed ot, Inclw!ino 1&79

('4.39 percentage) conceding the I'eques~ ot the land own.rA.

Thi. means tha~ 1670 kudik14appukars might have shifted their

laadl1ddappu fZ'OCft the earliar place to new plaeo. according to

their conv.nlen~.

~ect10ft SOS encbles the kudlkldappukara to purcha~

hi. kud1ktdappu. 1·he extent. of the 1<.w.1iklda[Jpu ahell be

"subject to 8 ~lnimum of tiu'ee cent.s if wi thIn the lUi! ts of

a c1ty or 8. major munl(~!p«~lty. rtVlt cer4ts it w! thin the

limits of nny othf!r municipalit.y and tDn cents 1f in ISny PM

cb.ya_ ar•• or towntthlp.· How feu: provi111ot'i$ vee. blmettclally

udlll1ed by ton. lirud1kldappukars 18 no~ known. BUt. one thlng

i8 c:e~tn ~a~ 1. the lUajorit.y 01: t.he pOOl: 'huo,.....t dwl~ers·

OO~ lJecurl~y wlth ~hG1r holdinys. ~. on JWle 30, 1')00, the

Land Tribunal hed 442082 case. oi l'equestAt<! purchase in thla

scm-. (A ditta-lc. wi.. recelpu and disposal. of ~ ca~~••

an vlwn 1n t:ha Appendix -1. 'reble-2) OU~ of this 43"'50

(99.'1 J)tt&'CentaQlt) ",ace. were dlsl>Osed of, 270190 (61.12 per

cen~) favow:'ebly. The rest. of ~ disposal. Incluc1~.

reJ4ct.ed _~ mumal 1!1si'Qsala. However, OU~ of ~ "0190

diSpOsal. allowed t:t. ce~ll1ce_ or purchase w:ea tSIN'td to

2544'1 C'4.92 ;JlIrcent) caI'Je!'!. 'the "'~el ar•• dlatrtbute4 1.

no~ 9lY*l 1n the d.s-=a 4IO..lrM. aadhakrlahnaD' II ~tudy ahove

the. ever.gII ana recelve4 pM' 'kudlk1dappukeri1n' {hoUfOhold)

is 0.08 acne 3•

•
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The tot.al mnber of l(ud1klda?P\J 1n the IIi:Ata. neoor~:l

lnq to the Bur.au·lJ ~-;;urvey comes to 3.4 lakhe only. But the

receipts of ca:ea in the land Bonrd exceeded thill, (4.' l"lthn)

and the eerUflcntle of ~hf!s. is.ue4 Is fer below ~hl.

(,., lakhB only).

conferlft9 mtnftr~h!p rlqht8 to the • hutment dwl1~rtt'

or ln1(!lk~d8~ar~ vas one 0' t.he most l'!WPOrunt; prov'.stnns

oont:alned in the Kt,R l\e1:4 '!1Mt hutment t'!wellerl! wen ",••.n1.,

lMdl.g~ 1,)8Ovle. Mo~t of. t.hert b!!lon')et1 '=0 l!IOheduled eae_..

They V8A • elaves' 1n t.he paet and were e~t.~bed ~ the 18nd

1ort1. But after the !mplmMmAUnn of the refona meannte

~ bee... • fref) woners·.

Conferln9 OVft'er8h1p r1 qht to lnldlltl&lppW:tlrs ts n(')to

a new p.tOv1s1on. years bac'k, before tho forma~lon of the

x.rale State. an ~ct wan passod for preyen.ln9 the 8Vle~~n

of ~ kudUt1dappulcar. 35 tn this context Mencher'!I finding

1s also relw;mt, "-in ·r~!:'!! l ni!du, the '~h!rlt (Hu1j_

que.rter) was always ha£'lj an proper~y. It was not poS tJibl.

for a ler. village lnrad owner to tlvow people O·.Jt of tho

t 'bid' .~ ville Thua. one could arQUtl that what the legta

18"on lD Keral. 9tWe to the lend1e.. laboUrer. was lIOme~ln9

Cha~ the T_l1 :'l';rlcultural lalxNnre hlld s11 along." 3a

35. In 1'55 .. AC'\ was 1nU'ot.!Uced by ~ Tt'e'lancoN COchli1
00ft11....'" in or&tr to prevent the evlcUon of kUdi
Jd.dappqJc.... T~89fSDcon-coc:hln Pre¥en~lon of l....tcUOn
o~ JCuM.ltl4apJNku. Act"- ,'SS.3'. Menche~, op.cl-, p-l'.l.
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perhaps one of 1:he revolutionary stepa In ~he Land

Reform M.asures ts the flxat:lon of eel11no on holding. aDd

the disposal ot the surplus lend to the landl... ag~lcul

Qlrel labourers. The law statea the. • the ceiling of land

ahall be in the ea.. of an ad\ll t unmarried person or a

,.t1y cons16UnC; of a 8018 surviving member, five &'tanderd

acr••, lItO hDwYer tba~ ~ ceiling Aft'" shall not. be lea.

i:hM "Ix end more ~t\n seven and a IuIlf acAI in extene,. 31

A family CGnsis_lnq of more than ftve ;~r. cen hold uptD

tNen"7 acres of land.

pr:o"'l(lee rule!:! and reoJulBt.1cno reqar(!f.n') the fixation ot

ce1.l1nQ are" ar-qul~dt.1on and d1~tl:'lbut.ion o! surplus lend.

u~ June 30, 1991, the Lun~ Tribunal had ~1vGd 6&f'~5

CO" ,:' r.o~fJt'1!'dt.."4J '!"M Nrplns lnn~. (" ~U3tX"'.eb ~l,e lmplA-

l;lOn':::.a~t)rl or t.h16 !<c~,nf) L:: \it'/en tn the f"P?$Cd1lC-I. 'I'3ble-3a)

1\ $V~1U'lzod forfll6~ (l.t the t""pl,~wm~t·.1"tn of t"".$ m::!~ I.•

• ••
_"_1... _
37. tL4n~ ~.r.om8 J\C14 KOr.'flla, o ..... c1t, r>.140-145, the 1._

conUnuea ·1.... than f1ve members th41 oreft shall no~

\)(It 1.~s than twelve ~m1 -more than f,lf.taen. !'!lOre t.hnn
tift nwnttNtr. lest.! t.han twelve and fIlore than twen~

aer... In tbe cee. (')f n~lY other ;l8r9On. other th3n
a join. l.lly the U'eft 9h~11 no't: be le9!' th~n 1Mllve
~"d ""n th~n f'.f.t..'J'-tn t!eniu,·.
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found wrplua land only with 11,614 ease. (11.50 percen~. No

body knows, whe~ had heppenad to the n.-. They mloh~ have

escaped ~9h the loophol..,. of the rules. The disposals of

~ o...s are ~ What flnlghe~ 1e•• 63.n2~ (96.19 percent)

C8se. have been disposed of leav1nQ "30 (3.81 peI"C_~) cases

pendlno. The to~ol erea ordered for surr*lder." upto this

pedod works ou~ 8.. 15',3".'5 ncr... )'allow!n; ~ High

courta stay order, one fourth of it, 39.A02.32 (25.30 pereen~)

acne bave be.. redueec!e The ne~ ex~n~ of land ordered for

sw:ftft~ 1. 1,1',522." acre. only (14.10 pereen1l). one.
eoaln due to 8Uy ol:'dftrs from hlp eourt, 1656." ('.48~)

&en. were~ fnm the ,net awnt. or&tre4 for sunend1R'.

so ftnally t.he toul land Ulum over came to only ,.,949.40

(95.52 pea-con,) ftcne, out. of this the tot.al Uterl1l of land

d1eUlbute4 works OU~ .e 51842.09 acre. (16.50%). The n.~

of ~ 1~ 2395'.0' (30.14,€,) Gene taken over he. been lcepe

for public purpo.... so only 2449.'" acres (2.16") wen

belft9 found .. ...llable for dleUlbut.1on.

In .bon, .~ 11 glance, ". can _ tha~ t.he ecqulal

tJ.on Me! ~l.UllNUon of surplus land hes no~ benefited the

poor people. TIlle wos mainly becawse of t.he 1oop-hoWe 1ft

the lew luelf. Per example, the "'tal lan<! or~ 101'

aurnndU' .... 1.5' 1Mh acne and ~. total al'•• d1aUlbuted
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-.----.-- ... __ .. -._- .._-_.-.--
!fOul IUftbea' of _111ft; retuna tiled • • 64351

N..... of ..... lMOlvlnO ncplu land • • 11'14

~ of ceiling ca... dl.po••~ of • • 63925

R\aIIbec of ..... pU41ng • • '-530

TO_I ..'*'~ of 18D4 ol'4end fo~ nrnn~ • • 157'24."

Exteft. of land nc!uee<! due to OI'Mr. 0'
H19b Co" ete. • • 39802._

N.- ....._of lane!o~ for BurreDdei' • • 11'522.31

to_I ex-.n~ of land Uken Oftr • • 81605.'"

Ext.«a~ noonveye4 due to 01'&11' of Hl;h coun
•••••

He ten,- of land taken oval"

a of land c:Uevlbute4

•• 779.9••0

•• 51842.09

Bel__ ..... -. be dl.....!_~ n ••.n0e4 I
fo~ P'lblio pvpo•••• "..te4 fOASU, in I.. 2391'.82
--'7. 41aP'l__ ne. I

-----------_.-- .. -.---------.-
'SO\l~1 Pn...41n~ of ~ Lend 808l'~ tcerale,T.,lvandl'Wn,

Y(A)A3 - 37618/81, daUd 24-'-1981, GOIIPlled
f_ ....lwa fl9\lft8.
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comes onl7 51,942.09 acre. (32.9S~). T~ res., 61.0S~ of

lilod has ~_ r.&ace~ due tD orders of high CO\'IJ:t. or dls!?U1:eS

etc. 140novu, tNt c:ell1nt;1 are. fixed by the Act. 1. too bi;

t.o acquire more land for dlsUibu.lon. The law stated tha~

a femily con.i.~ft9 of more than five menrbera oaD hold uptlO

20 acre. of land. littt.l'ala haa \\he h1ghtt.~ n'lan-Iand J:st.1o 1ft

India. In such a situ.uon the ...rage al.. of ~ fllldly

beino more ~.n five, and a family can hoi..., upto ~ aere$ of

lend other ~l!lft planuUon8 - In ~ ca.. of plen.at.1ona

there ia no such restrlc~lon.f there 18 little chance fO~

98~t.lno enouOb ~lu8 lend fo.. 41sutmatlon among landl•••

labou~a aad scheduled caetes and schedUled vibes.

Regalding t.he diaUlbUd.on of INrplW1 land, a special

provision 1. ma&. 1n the~ Tha A~ provide. t.h•• 'one

belf of the land shall be aS8toned to 1.n~1.e••grlcultural

labourers belonoing to scheduled caste. and sehedul.s tribes

and such eoclal1y end economically backw8rd clUsena. 39 and

the o~ half to landless agricultural labourers. Ca.~

viee dlsUlbutlon of t.he surplus land is 9iveo 1ft Tabl. - 2F'

•
38. 'tbte plOtll.tOA 1. mea 1ft the ~c, l' of 1972

S.., Land R.fo~ Ae., xerala. op.elt. p.117.

39. Al..... the Appendl~l. Tnbl. - 3(b).
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The total u.a cUstrlbuted up_ the referenoe period, 5S we

bave ...n above being 51842.09 aer••• andthe tot.al n1Pber of

beDeficlarl•• an 833. pttrtJOn., an avera..,. 0.62 flere. ~

head. In the case of schedule<! cafIJtAI total ftUIIber of persona

beneflud COINS to 33310 (39.9:t.'!') end the toul ana recelftd

amounu ~ 19155.29 aere. (36. 10%' ~ ante pel' heed wrked

cu. fll!J 0.56 acns. The total~r of schedule<! tribe por

sona wen ~" (5.81"14).

-
(Ana In .cres'

---.----------------------------Tot-a! Perc... Per'Oen-
ext.ent. tage of u_
dlatrl- per.oa of
bu~ tn tl)tal .xun~

-_ .. _--_._--------_._--~-~~~_._-
SCheduled CU. 33310 11151.. ".91 36.18 0.56

sched\a1e4 Twi. 48" 4030.92 5.e, 7.18 0.A2

otheir. 45131 21239.14 54.15 S2.,St 0.60

soc i ...... 2 1el?". - 3.50 -
-rotal 83339 5184'.09 99.9' 100.00 0.'"... -- ... -----_.-.---_._._.- .. ---
souroe. Compiled f.- va&'lous flQ'U'tl8. fn- the proc..dln08

of Leo4 -an. oP.c!,-
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The toul ar.a c:!l ~l,Ul1:JUt4td found •••030.12 Ca..,.. ttl••

0.82 acn. pel" heade n. total number of othe"s C.......

scheduled c8s1:ea an<! eeheduled vibes) numbend 4'.1" petr_

(St.1S%) and tho _tal aNa dtst.r'lbuted 2,".338.14 acr..

(S'.5.....{.) with. 0.10 ac..... pe~ he~ The ne' of t.he u.a

1,817.7.. acre. (3.5~) baa been ~18Ulbu.4 .. Qe .oct."_.
10 11<,u'

Here we wan~l'poln_ CN_.. i:he dll1v1bu.Uon of wrplU8 land bene-
o~ ~G.tlii0vvvJ..;5~ ,,,hid .

flead only 38204 (4Se94"',) pel'rJOn.~. The total ana (!lsU'lbute~

81ftD\1ftU to 22"el.'1 acne ("'.96 percen.) lind ~a" amouna

to 0.59 acne per hee4e 'If,.. take seheduled e••tee and

acbedule4 tribes aepuataly the ana ncelved p4U' heed of t.he

scheduled can. i. on17 0.58 ear... whena. ... area NCeived

by achedUle4tc'lbe. come_to O.e 2 seres.

C.l1lnq on lend holdings and 1:he ~l.UibuUon of surplus

1~ to t.he .~teult:ural labGur.~s 1. one of the 1»__ me~ for

~ red18vllN1don of lend. aQ~ in Iterala, the ceilirujJ Oft beld

ingll haa not~ In nallain; ~he obj~lYe. When the

Act. was enac~ and the proceedings for fJnplementadoft at.9rted,

majOl" pO.-d.oll of ~ eurplus land has been U'ua'.,C'red by the

lendlode. so the government. found only • 11~.1. pel'centage of
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__ SUl"Plu lanct. ReQadtD9 Wa, tbe aure.'s s~ state. th.~

"when u.. aoa. al••~ CBme into povu in
K_ala sa ttl', bl. lanc.1lorda r19h~ly appn
Mn4ed th.~ ........ fwd.l 1Dtereeu Oft l.a
wuld ... a...... Thi. feu paw4 the .,.,
for lute ...1. lena tra:uf.,.e 1n the .u_
__ bIt'-- .. "9I'81'1an Reiadone Act. of
1960 wa. adIInbrate4. '1'he pueln; of ~
"'__1_ R.hUon. Act. 1n 1HO and __
Kuala Land ~efoal. 1\C't In 1963 eleo prom
pted __~ ..lee end t.l:'enafer. uoun4
tho.. ywtars."

Tbu efta befon t.he in~Uon of the Ac-. there va. ...

'ben_l'Wana'. of 18D4e J:Yen .ftel" t:he enactmen. of __

lev ~ 00"1'..... f.iled to pl'• .,en~ 811 the.e transf""e 01'

~ 9OftZ'J'l'ftent. '.11.s to make all the lane! tranafers lnval1cJ

betwe..... euta1ft pedo4e And again 1n the case of ownership

of land any old.... oara hold land .8 cult.1YlttJDl' 01' Non-euld

ya.,.. 'Pe..sonal- CNldvaUon 1. al1owe4e SO tho•• who haft

no ln~... 1n lGlld ean alt10 keep lend .a an .u,••~ wb1ch

bears income. The eumpUon of plent,lu~lona. and ...ted foNSU

f~ the ceiling 1.v considerably I'~ t.he 8uplua l~

In _I. no-d, t_ will be tntAl....~n9 U) note Dome-

t:hln9 8bou. the we•• a_oa1 Laftd Reforms Ae. and 1-. !epl....

~~o...41 Vpto Dec...,. 31.~ 1990, d'ae aumul.Uv. "81:1 ted

40. Lend Refome ~, oPecl., Pe95.
tl. 1ft boU\ • __~•• Kuale .ncS W.G~ 9enval, Qovem~n~ undu
~ ....d of cot'M1Uftiat. pu;les, 1mpl-.ntet! more N90t0U8
~ of land refon-e. In Benvel communi" mlnll!JUy e..
~~ In 1961, • decade af~ Keral.'. mlnta~.
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of sqJ:lculmral land wu 12.12 1alch aeres. In no o~ su_

~ much of agrlculSll'a1 land haa been v••ted through rlgGl'Ous

s.pl.-auUon of the oel11nO 1aw12 and Muly Be ~l'Cen~ were

8ti:qulre4 fl"Ofl cei11n; prov!81cm~ 1D the Sata. Acqu1Bl tJ.on Ac~

'aft<! the n.e from ce11ing Oft 89&"ioult:\lral boldlnga 8. provided

\&ftdu Land Refol'mll~43 In Jeer_1_ the total uea vaa only

51 thou.and acres. In W••• BMgal, OU~ of 12.12 lMh acr••

'.1 laJch 8Or•• wn dlsUlbutAtd 8~9 12 1akb beneflclu:l••

abou_ S,~ of "hom are from the ache4ule4 ca.te end schedUled

_!be. In Kuala sc:hoduled c3ete end scheduled U'1be benefi

clartes ue below SO'%.

t'be•• ere the fea"'•• and lntpact: of ~. laft\1 reforme

Ac. in K.~al. •• 0 Whole. On this ~elft. l~t U~ examine ~he

lrnpac~ of th1e lft8asuna In • vl11cqe, Oft the 4t!1:e cnl1ee1rled

tXOll ther.. Le~ the 8u",,,ues ma.y t)rove the aew.lpol'lltJ.on.

l&Z _ I I

42. OO.h, R•••, • Aqr"l'lan Pl"O>lI'anwne of tAt. Fnn~
OOWa.ea.. aPW, Vol.XVI. No.25-2&, June 20-27,
1981, p. ).....

41. sen~P__• sunil, ·W.5~ aengel Land Reforms end the
,,~t... scene', ilPW, Vo1.No.XVI, NO•• '5-26, June
2G-27. 1181, P. A.a••



CHAPTER IV : IMPACT OF LAND REFORMS ON SCHEDULED CASTES
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1t'PCiI 2f WD 8i'9M 9' sc'5PQblB CAS:£E~

The ta.U of pud41n; is eat1ng. :10 "leo the

.ffec"~!!~ of 8 lav 1. t»o~Ad with r.f~.r:enc. '» its impl.

menu~s.on. 'rhe 1.." bcwwer xmrft1lCt. 1~ may H. :t'~aln lnefte..

cUve un~ll 1. t 1s pmperly btplammta<!"

In t.he las~ chllptAtl" .". have diecuflMd the extMld of

impl..-nu~tonof land refo.no mttaltUres in ~ S.... Here we

pmpo•• ~ analyse 1:he lmpact of~ r.lo~ m•••una on the

sche&11ed Cute people. OUI' conclusion on ~b11l a8pec~ are

b8s~ Oft It survey conducted in the sae1:h,. Cottal v111age of

Kunnathooe Tala in oulton dlfJulcil. since the conclusion.

are based on the sw:"'N'f of tS single village. the et'tnelueioft.

may no~ tww unl..,.••l val1dlt.y. aut; .... belt..,. the. theJ' are

aapeb1e of in410eUn<,J the oene~.l Uend.

The tIO~.l area of 5.8~ cotul Vl11aQe ~. abou.

'OJ5 8CJ:'ea. 1'be .~1 pCt""..tl.~iOft ot ~he vl11_Q8 1. ~('run~
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25000. There an 3895 households 1n ~1. ,,111-0-. OUt:. of the

&035 acr.. 9501 acres (15.1. percen.) of the lan~ 1. reBerved

fo~ publio purpos•• and .00'1. 239 acr•• (. perc.ft~) k~ for

8e8ivnln9 to the len~... peopl••

'1'tte land 1:eman aye... pnYalle4 1ft thi. vlll~ on

the 41ft of ~.. refona mea_rea ....1'. Uftde~k.ft belongtt4 to

the fol1ov1no oatAtQOri.., viz.

1) Kuthakepa~t.om

11) verwapattom

111) P.~, aft'"
I,,) o,t1.

since people were 1ft po••esnion of -PUramboJeu-, •Pu~.l·

end 1'hU'1su 11)ftcJ••

OM of t:be lft.Jo~ objecU". of land refon _ ......

we. ~ abo11"em of ~3.noy and the conf.l'!fteftt of ownerehlp

.,l;hu .., toM Ullers of ~ soil. HOw fu ~s. provisione

ben.fitted the scheduled 0&8•• or hOw far the law nellsed

tJle sau4 objecUve 1e the quut.1on POlled bere. To find

en .aw.. w thie 211 households out of a tot.al of 3885 hou_

hold. In t;he vl11__ wre sw:veye4. '1'he survey vae conduet.ed

Oft the Hal. of l"endcII sampllnv. Each hou_bold ho4 8ft equal

chance to "p.._._ in ~ sedPle. The naulu of the surYe'y

are pre.en,*, in ~ fol1ov1n9 par8orepha•

•
1. Thi. ana includes eM s-8s tham Co.b1 18k. whleh

COWl" abo" too tM:r•••
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Tabl. 3 sh0w8 the total number of Mu..holCle who

ncelved ownership rl9h~s, tID"l ana un&tr d\elr pol'J••s8Ion

and the area for which ownership rlgb~. were conferred.

Tabl. .. pn~en1;. t.he pereenu9't dlst.I'lbUUon of ~ ho~

hol~. tID.1 aee. UftdeE' po.....lon' ... for which fix!_

obt.eined end area peatUng under .dlspu..s. 90-' Ubi" al80

1D4loate the c.~~t.. poal~lon.

• D

(Acrea)

--._---_.--------_. __ ._- .. _---.
sl..

-.-._---------- .. _... _. __ ._._--
52

II

n

11.0S

5.1'

20.'2

-_ - -------- .. _-
SC • $cbec!ull1d Cu_
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_._--_._--._-----~-----.. _----
No. of 'tOtal .... I'lxl.1' Area pend!ng

sl_ ltowle 1ID&W ob~.1ned wlth
bold. po."f$.lon en• dispute. ----_._----.-_.-_._----------

SC n." '4.43 ".~ ".43

NSC 22•• 25.57 16.6' 83.37

TO-.l 100.00 100.00 24.18 75.22

--- ... -_.----.--------_ .. _----
'table. 3 and • pnsent. rather CJ100my plet:u'1t.. :U~

1. __ tb.~ 71.12 peroeri" of ~ achedultld 0••• hou..bolds

bclef!t.~ 1I"0Il confel'nWtnt. of ftx! to, of~. aut. the

benofl. 1. onl, 1IU91nal because flJC1~ 1. Q&"8ftt.ed in t=be

c.... of 27. " penen_ of the 81'e. Mid b7~ The lion'.

ahar. vi.. 72.4' peftuent. of the land under ~ poss•••ion

of t:tae.. hou..bol4a er0 "U11 under dJ,8P'lM.. 1ft terma of

ab801 52 hou..hol.s. esc) haYlnv 15.05 ....

undu tMU po laa .. fW&y with ref...._ tD only

4.15 acne end 15 boueeholda (N:X:) baYinG 5.1' acre. Wide&"

theu po.....ioa ... '1311_ with refuence 0.8• .eNS OftlYe
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:'hough the sample 18 not. "ry larqe to malee eray

general1aatlon 1to polnu tao eeruln vends eft(! laeuna 1ft the

1mp1eloeGtaUon of the pJ:Ovlslo"s of t:he land refom ....ur.s.

$OlIt8 of ~_ are mentlon4td belOvt

1) Tbouoh bIO &Ie.., are over .ltel' the .ectrnent.

of a eompnhenalve lend nfom 1891.1at.1on. 1me

impl.......t8t.!oft of the provision. of then ....form

.-al'JU.N8 ue no~ yet. completed.

11) Dlllt*-' to .t~le &te4b and leek of docNmeftt.uy

..14ence1~ p~ ",1•• an ~ major f.-.ora

lnb1bltdn9 lmplemeDuUon proaese.

111) 'l'he 1mpl-.nUno macblnuy, ..Ie. .. Land 'tribunal.

an ~ provided with GnOu9t' fJt.3ff and ~e_ too

delay.- the procedUn of lsstd.nv U~l. d4Mda to the

pud.•••

I.) C....t.aln pre.sure grcupa are a180 wonlft9 to _

tha. ~ _w-ntaUoca of the.. "foma an dele~

y) M.jod~ of Gchedalled casta bo\13.1\0148 whO 90~

Ut.le <!Md. OQnaequent. \IPOft t.M lIIpl"'Dut.lon of

laft4 Nfon ...nrea wen not. actually tanant.s In

the ~ tan 1. ueed. 1'hay wen hol(UnQ in

po loft of oovernment. 'P'lI".~'. •P\lth\Wal t 01'
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• 'I'hftrlsu' l8ndtl. 1ft o__r word. they wen only labourers

and since they wen not bftVlno any land clrcumst.aftOes forced

ttl-. to .rnc~ hou... in oovemm.n~ lands•

• 1) 'l'he major!t.Y Of the befteflelar1ea belonged to 1:he fOrwa&'d

cla.8. ~cularlyc~1et1en.,

PUhap8 ttl1. 1s ~ mo.~ ~.fltl.l provision in the

land refol1l ....MlI'e. •• far u ~ achedulf1d cas. people are

concel"fted. '1'he 8.... Land SOard received t.3 1akb. of lnldi.

ld.dappa cas•• upto 31.~ MUch 19801

The mamber of lnad!kldsr,>P'lkars repr.trenteCt In our

sample, duo.UOD of their ltudUtl4el'pu and t:he beneflttt enjoyed

an pre..'*'-

tNt of wi2 cae•• of ·Y.Udlklc:!appulcul· npresented

In O\U' sUI'¥8Y 11 belonged 1» the sehod"'led eeate. M4 OM

beJ.cmge4 .. the btte1t¥ud ClOINilunl~. Jft tAtM. of percenta~

ttl. alMA of ~ed casu eomes to &s bigh .a 91.1. The

du&-adoft of Kta41kldapp\akua was aboft 20 .,.ar. In 811 cas••,

AU ~ 1tadl1Lf.dappukU!! "cured ownership rlQhtll.

'5 PKC*lt of ..... thI'ougb muttuel agreement:, 1••••
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ltudUtl4appu1ca.. and the owners of ~ i.an~ end 25 pe~~

ChRu9h the Lend aoard. 'l'he~ va. concerte~ effOru from

~ . ·.1411 of ~ l~ owner8 to ..Ie. the laadl'kl4appukera or

.h1t~ t:he JNdlkldeppu from the _illUng place 1:0 l'Ome nmotAt

par\; conven!en1: to the land owner. BUt. 1ft most of 'the caD.S

~ land OlfIlea:S failed in their attempt.s. aut. fw of ~

10Dd owner" ~1\lcc:eedc4 in ehlft:1no the kudlk1dePP'l4t In c:erUift

08••• the 1cudikidappuku willlngly shlft.e4 their Jna4lkl4a?P'l

oa &'ttq\Ie&~ because of per8Oft&l relet.lcn with the 1_e! own....

T_ aueb ea..e ere represented til Tabl..5. In ebeN tote

ca... the land ~r. 98ft more -.nd t.o ~he kudUcl41aps'dt... ~

22. S oen1:s In one caM and 15 ~nts in ~hlI other. Bu. lend

PWD W48 much interior to the land prevlousl,. oceupled.

(see Appendlxw-JJ, note-I)

The _ul ...... of land which the kutUJc14eppuJlrus 00_

8IIIOUftta 1:0 1.35 eon. which wor1ca OU_ 0.11 acr.. per:' hou...

hold. The av.ra...- 18 • bl~ above the are.. ?l'Ovlde4 in dte

Ac-. ri... 10 cents. Bu~ ~l. minor lncl'''~. Is dwt tlO tohe

eddlUonal land 9lftft 1ft the ca.. of ClO hoQ8.hol"- who..

k\l41kl&1ppu htw. been .blf~ Oft con....t. Tbe.... en C.HS

1ft whlc:h ~. 1_4 ownel'e ~we only 7. S centtl and 90'- the

claim of the lnld1kl4appultar aet._led.
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50 pereen~ ot ~ kud11cl4appwusra who go~ 18D4 \Ift~

.1'ther mut.ual cnnsen~ 01' on the dlreeU"es of t.he Lan4 'l'wibu.ne1

en no_ owning any ot.hel' lNlet then vh••~ 90- 1fttbe fon of

kQd1kldapp1a .et_l.-b. The ouhe.. 50 pel'cen~ owned !lONe

additJ.oru!tl land but. generally 1& doe. no~ exceed 50 cenu.

50 on the whol. ~ eondlUon of ~•• kud1kldappuk.... an

r.~r poor.

w. h... made an .t.t..p~ to find au_ whe~1' ~ laacUJd,

dappu1c8r. haw made any 1mprovemon~ to ~. lane.'!~ 9Ct- 1ft

~he fom of either plllft• .lng of vee_ or mak1n9 IJeprovemenu

In the method of CNluvauoa such •• the '1M of~

ned., lenil1..,...ca. -na. survey ..."..led th.. the 1nIft

kidappultua planted cer~iD U>... af~ securtn9 OMftel'lt.b1p

1'1Qhu. Since .1:M area ~hoy CJC)t 1~ on11' ~.lnal they could

no~ male. any eulttYdtoft. se the ~..I.otlon of uSUav be~1'

seed_. bet.ter "'~.. ete., does nc~ arlee. AftrA91,......

of vee. end t.wea of tnea plenUd by the ltut!1kl4appGus

attAll' reoei"ln9 own.rship rlQb~s are PZ08IJtmi:ed 1ft 'fab1e-6.

FI'()Ia Table-6 It. CaD be seen ~at on an 8"'1'891 the

hDusehold8 who got. ownership r19h'ta =,lanUd 3 coconut. U ....

3 ca.hew U.s, 2 manoo Vees an4 3 jack tn•••
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-----------_._-----------------
--------------------,--._ ... _--

2 3 2

-------------------------------
The fJUI'ftY reveale4 aft lntporun~ f~ i ••• , 1. may

c.... the IN"". dwellerlJ who qo~ ownershlp rlgbu hew

leaee4 the coconu. tre.. .1 '-heir Oft terms of o.U or ......

Unde6 o_U ~ 1.5... wl11 collect. ~he unfnn fo~ the ift~r

••" on the moMy bol'~d Me! the person has to 91.. beck the

en~ln loan amoun~ to get. bac:Jc the 1.eNd vee.. ~ Pattom

the les_ will colle<:. ~ U8\1fl'UC... a pan. of the neli

sedon of the 10_ 8IIOUftt. IIRd inure." for ~ loaD. SO

af_&, the .UP'llete4 Ume ~ 1••_ wl11 re~ the UN...

~ 1....1'.

The eo~......t of ownersbip 1"1Qh~1I .1eo pnapte4 the

INtment. dwellers to lUke lmprowmenu to ~lr huU. .".

pn..' ata_ of .ffalrs vi ttl reference to thel&" 4W111n08

are pr...ted III Tabl..,.
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----------_._.-.---------------
Type of

Hou..
NO. 01 Percentage ~..r.ge Roo. Electrified
Kou... of Hou... pe~ HeN.. Hou""

_._._-_._-----_.----------_._--
1. Puce. - - - No

2. s.ms. Puce.' 2 16.61 4 No

3. K\t1:cha 6 50.00 3 No

4. 1iU~ 4 33.33 1 No

------ ----• - .. -- ._------ . -
Toul 12 100.00 2.5

... ------_ .. -------------------
Tabl..1 .hows tha~ the lUldlkldappu1tue ...~ IIOCRe

efforu to improve ~lr huu 8f~1' ~_tn; f1d.~y of owner

ship. They h"ve eon".r~ the hug into Kutch. (50%) 01'

seml-p\&cca (16.",) hou.... Bu_ no household ~_ elftCttlfled

and DO household po...ea PU<:C1!t ~ype ttou... 'rbe number of

hou... ~rted tnto J(uteha or ..-t-P\lCca hou••s are compa

ratJ.vely -.11 1••bow the gener.l trend In ~ st8••tUI.'

1me btpl...nuUoft of the land refoJ:1ft " ••UNa.

1'ab1.... p.....enu ~ JCudlld.&lpP'l hou..hol4a Oft t:M

ba.t8 of s.~.
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-------_._--------------------_.NO. of P.l"c.n~f.lgeof Peroera- AverlS9It tmnu~l
s1.. HoUM income of each ~ve of lnccme pel'

hold. ~up hoUM household (RS)
hol4a- ---- ----------------------- .. -

Up. 1000 .. 11.04 33.34 120

1000 - 1500 6 41.55 50.00 11'0

1500 - 2000 1 9." a.33 1600

2000 + 1 31.95 8.33 'S4oo

-------------------------------
12

---_._-----------_._ .. -._------
Table-s reve81. thatL ~ annual income of scheduled

caste ho-.weholde in 1:he surwy*! villaoe 1. 1••• than ~ 1000

per ,.... 1n ~ oase of 31.34 pel'CtWl-, be~ as.l000 e.ft4

1100 fo~ SO.OO peraen1: of the households. bebMea !tie1500 and

2000 for 8. 33 pel'CtIft~ of the households. One MU" hol(! 1.

bevtnV about. tse2000 per year. This lftdf.c••• the. nearly 92

percen. of the hou.ehOlds are b..,lnO only lesa t.haft ts. 2000

per,.... OUl' naul"a are more or 18.8 conslst:Atftt. with the

Bur..... of .iOODOIIlca tlr;d1nvs. The Bureau' s~ reveale4
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~a~ ne.rly 97 p.rcen~ of ~ househol4e of J(\lc!1kldapt.llUka.rs

U8 bavln9 an income of 1.11$8 than Rs. 2000 per ,.ar.

o

Dlavlbutlon of lNC'Pl\18 land to 1:he echeduled cas._

and 1IChedu1ed tribes 18 • ~ecland policy of the oovemmen~

:au~ OUI" sUI'ftY ~.l. tha~ ~ pace of d1sulbutJ.oD of

surplu8 land 1. e..vemely alow. Upto December 1980 0817 16

acre. of land has been disUlbuted 1ft thl. village. The

benefic!...1•• number 1'3 '11th an aftl'age area of 8?Proxl

N~ly 0.10 acne ~C' ...4l

'The _.pl. we got 1ft the survey 1. too amall, and 1.

lnauftlcl.nt ~ make a statl.tl~al generalization. ~ ltctle

of 1.9 percantaQe (4 households) of the total samp18 bou_
bold. benefited tbrou~h the surplus land distribution. In

this SO percen~.oc (2 hous.holds) are scheduled caste and

50 peraenuge (, houaeho14.) non-scheduled ceste. (Table-S)

The 9ttJ:C8ft"oe of toul area received 1. SS.S6 to scheduled

cae. and 44.44 percent to non-scheduled cas~.. An average

oto.l1•• ecn pel" bou••hold received for all houaehold. BU.

HpaC'ate17 scheduled C8fitAI bous8hold recelYed1).12d acne, 18

• 11~ue bt9he~ than the total ...rage and the ana received
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.-- .. ----

B

tAn! in ac:nal
----~--~.~----~. ---~ --No. of NO. of Teal A.na A.-rage Po••selon

s.bs. HoWl. ..,lding area per Are. of eny
holds received Rou_ peI' ho1- odler lend___ •• _. _________ .~!~_~1~________

Ne. of Area
SC itOu..

Mid.

SC 2 3 :5 0.12 9.33 1 0.12
(50) (60) (S5.66)

NSC 2 2 20 0.10 0.10 , 0."
(50) (40) (44.44)

Total 4 S 4S 0.11 9 3 -(100) (100) (100.00)

_ _-----------------------
f'loures in t.he brackeu shows percentege.

by the Non-echeduled C.B~ members. Tho ares per bol~lno works

ou~ as 0.08 aeres to seheCuled caete8, 0.10 aer.~ to non-~che

dule4 oa~te and 0.09 aores C!'F. e whole.

one tmpol'Uft~ a.pec. 1n tmls reapee~ to be noted i.

~•• hundred pere-ntaoe of the non-scheduled C8!tte own othel'

~haft ~ aurplus land ree.l.,.~, anc! t..,. area of their l¥)ld1ngs

1. 0.1. IlOna. aut. in the css. of 8che4uled caste 50 percen~

pos.... laneS O~.I' ~h_ surplus land en<! ~ are. owned 1.

0.12 acne.
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AWE&- SSWtsuu

OWn!,bl"""

The total land dis1:ribut1oft and the ~r of hold1nqs

ere g1ven In the ~1e 10 even thoU9h 1:he nuanbel' of holdings

are lu:~ the el_ of eecI\ bolt!inoa seems t.Ry small. Thi.,

ahows ~he extAtnc of fr&9flenuUon of bold1ft,.a, and the small

sl.. of holding_ of the people. As may be __ frota ime ~bl.

63 percen. of d\e households 0Vft only r1 pere_~ of ~ bOt-al

.&We anCI i8 less t.haft O.SO acres, while more ~8ft 5 pereeft~

of tme how.ehold. own ~re than 30 peZ'C*'lt of t.he total an..

Nearly 17 percentage of t.hG houaeholda 0Vft 41.7. peRMlnt. of

~ tobl land, 89s1n, ebou_ 80 pel'centaoe of t.M howJeholds

own more then 56 perc~nt of. the tot.ol land. the .1d of holc!

1n9& 1. 186£1 than one ftCr••

Hon t.haa 'J percent. of tNt Mu••holt! own en ltV.rage

of 0.22 acr•• ~r bead, neal'lJ' 22 percent. of hourG-holda 0.67

acre., 5.&9 percen~ household8, 1.1' acres an4 '.31 and 1.'2

perCllftta;e of houeehol~iI 1.65 eeree 3.41 acr•• respect-1.vely.

1'bou9h ehe .~ deb may no~ be sufficient. for 4

.t3t1Gt1e~l17 ••ltd general1aet!on of the pa~t~ of lend

heldinV_ 1ft Kerale •• a who le, th4In 1. no -"_" tna~ 1ft

~o11_ la ~ lend dlstri.bUUoft 1. aUl1 highly pnval.n~
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-------------------------------No. of p.reen~8oe of
household. land owned

Awrage en.
pel' hou••hold

-_._------~------------_._-----
No laneS ., - -(3.32)
Upto 0.50 134 27.58 0.22

(83.50)

0.50 - 100 46 28.10 0.61
(21.80)

100 - 1.50 12 13.04 1.17
(5.69)

1.50 - 2.00 5 8.20 1.15
( 2. :31)

2.00 + 1 ".411 3.4'
(3.3')

----------------------_._------211
(100.00)

100.00

-------------------------------
on ~. besie of the ~au. the ae,rarlan st.ruc:tw:e cen

be divided into four groups. The flr.~ 18 the lendl.!!. people.

Mea8Ur•• such aa ~aney abOlition, surplus lend distribution,

fo~••t. land dlsUlbut.1on etc., haw been lmplement.ed bf t."
govel'ftmell-' c!Ul'lftO "''\ese years. Perhaps Kerele 1. one of the

sui:e wtwtN ~l90ro... lJnplementaUon of Land RefoZ1ftll hac! taken

place. .....~ • OO"d mII'RbeI: of people remain 8S landl.!.!'_.
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The ot.'heE' QIOupe in ~ 8~arlan HetDl" Is the lana

owolnV gJ:OUP. A to one axv.. there are owners of Ye&y small

plo~., which i. no. wide enough for eul~tv.1tlon. (owners such

a. kudi1clc!appukar. and otheE' eOS-lcult.ural labOU&"er.' At the

other ••Utrne the.... i •• CjIOOd number of luv- holders, who

ccnatJ. tute ~ minor! t.y of "he total hou••holda. Their

holding_ are bigger ~hen 2 acres, MId ~ pecul1arltoy of

th1. ~u.p ia t.ha~ they are ecMapl.~ly cult.lftUftV the land

by hlrinQ 1~.

aeween ~s. two e.Ucn.s. toMr. 1tl one 9J'O\IP of

people who are marginal farmers wllO" holdln(Ja an le"8 theft

, .e~ In 31ze. These people operata ~ l&~d .i~r bF
hir.~ labour or by the labour available in their ovnt_tly.

1\ 08$'Ce vise disuibu~lon oi: 1,'mJ boldinc;& and al:e

dlsulbuUon la aho"" 1ft Ub1e-11. In the landl••a 9&'0\11).

71.43 percent. belongs ~ scheduled eaete and th1. forma 4.1'

perC*1t. of the total sche&ale4 ee.,tea surveyed. The E'ht

28.51 pereent. of t.be 1anc!18s. households lnclu.dh the non

eehedu1e4 C89te C&ta9)cy·. Ana upto 0.50 acna. 10.15

percent. of hou..ho14a are scheduled c~u.tes and ere ahuift9

19. 20 perceD~ of t.he tou1 are., end 29.85 parcen~ of the

4. These hotlseho14s Ullt Mt. forv,"r<! caste, b\aO backward
e.....



lab1! - U
£.s~l.. 018H1bUUon 2f Led A9CQ5'tUn9 to slH 9' !!t1a!!I

(Area lD acres)
~~~~~~~--~~~~~~~~~~~~r--~-~~~-~-~~~-~-~~~--

• Number of Household. • gercentac)e of ane I Aftl:eget Area per

size
I ______________ '- ___ .O!ft!d. ____ '- __ !;!C)~~lt __
• SC NEe Total • SC NSC Tot:a1 • ec fiSC Toul

~_~~_~J~~__ ~_~~ __ ~~_~~ __ ~~~_~~~~~~~~_~~~~~_
• • •No laDe! • 5 2 '7 • - - - • - - -• (71.43) (29.51) (100.00) • •
• • •00 - O.SO • 94 40 34 • la.2G 9.e'7 1'7.58 • 0.21 0.. 0.22 •I (70.15) (29.85) (100.00) • • S• • •0.50.1.00 • 16 30 46 • 14.05 19.06 29.'10 • 0.'70 0.65 0.'" •• (3...78) (65.22) (100.00) • •
• • •1.00 - 1.SO
• 3

9 12 • 3.16 9.91 13.0e • 1.13 1.86 1.1'7
t (25) (7S) (100.00) • •
• • •1.50 - 2.00 • - S S • - A.1' 8. "'O .~ - 1.1"7 1.65

• (1oo.CO) (10C.DO) • •
• • •2.00 +
• 2

5 '7 • 4.3'. t~.'2 ~2e48 • 2.3' 3.92 3.4'7
• (29.51) (71.43) (100.00) • •
.~~~-~~~-~~~~~~r~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~-

TOul • 120 91 211 • 36.12 63.89 100.00. 0.32 0.76 0.51
• (56.87) <43.13) (100. GO) • •

~~-~-~~~-~-~~---~---~~~~-~~-~~-~~~~~~~-~--~

Figures in the brackets "pres.nb percen~
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of the ncn-sche&lled caste In this size group bol~. 9.4'

percen to of the araa. In the :d.:~ ~p of less t.":J.n one

aore, more than 34 percent of households are schedule<! ca8~

and holdlne;, 10.45 percent of t.he area. WhIle non-scheduled

caste eonst.lt\l~ 'Ss. 22 perc.nt~~ and own 18.&6 percent. of

the area. \iben the al•• ql"OU'P lncrea••• to 2 acr•• the

pereent<lQ11 of sehll4uled easu hoUMholds become. 28.57 and

-.he non 1Jche<!ule4! oente '1.43 ~,.aen_ ane! ho14lftCJ 4.31, and

10." perCllft~ of t.he tr)tal 81'a" r ••pecUvely.

i"ram the above daU we can onJl(lfI"Ve ~h8 following

factors,

1) When the size of the holdlnq lne~ae... t.he snare of the

pe~.ntaoe of ~ sched>11ed caste 1eere"ft.a, while the per

een~~ of the non-scned'oJle4 ce9bt increa8es wf.~ the siTt.

of d\e holding. Or in 0 ther words tbe scheduled eas\...s

ara holding compa.r-nUve17 small 81.. of area, while the

others are holding comparat.ively lac-V- .t•• of area (91.66

pez:cent. of the sCheduled CII"~ poP'lladon own only le•• th{ln

one acre In at_. vbil. the respcet.1ve flQ\lN of n.=m-seheduled

cae" Ie nearly '7a pareen~). only 4.16 percent. of schedulad

c"·,ste hou••hold1S own only or.e acre ift .1ze. whil. abou~ '1

percen~ of ~ noD-echeduled cas~ ow mt')re t.hftft r.lne eere in

81_.
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2) '1'be _~l are. owned by eche4\aled casu s.. 36.12 peraen~

and ~ howNtholds percenuo- 1. se.a1. t4b11. 43.13 percen~

of t:he house holds, are non scheduled c.s~ and Chey are

holding 63.88 percent: of ~ total land.

3) Ar.. per echedule4 0&8-' hou.. hold tn each .t.. Ie 1e.a

t.hen the area •• per non-scheduled caste household, excep_

1ft the al.. group of 1... than one acre. This dlffer-.ce

1ncnase8 when ~h••1_ ~up Increase••

• ) tie have 5(.... t:hat., the 891'u1ao st.rue~ eoneisUNt of

a~ ~8.~ four dlB~~ cla...a, landl•••, small holders,

nted1_ holders an~ luqe holders. 'thi. 811:\1a"Oft Clift be

found in eacb c:aa~ <;JI'O\lP also. sv.a vlthlll the scheduled

cacte abou~ 2B ~rcen~ of hou..holda ue hold1n9 2 acre and

no.... an~ an avera~ area of 3.41 ecre per bous. hold. Tbla

41ffe.nnee In ~ land hol41n9 Is more wider In the non

sebedtlled caste group. The 01)""8"on n9ardlng the se.....

<!\lIed cast.e holders above , acre mlqht. be InCf'n8t~..._ '11th

~ acwal s~atoe aver8~,as the sample tn this gnup Ie only

2 households.

1ft ahoR, there Is vest. dtfference in the lane! hold

In;_ In the 8_arlen .Y8~ 88 • whol., and ..,. w1~ each

e ••~ division.
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The tot~l nm-ber i·,nd area of ownership hold1nge Md

oper:atJ.onal holdings M'('t t)lven In ubles 12 and 13. Totally

there are 46 2 oper.~ton"1l holc:!lngs covering 101.90 acres of

land. A.erao_ ere. per house hold 1. 0.51 {'teres lind eYel'lI08

area per hold1n9 18 0.23 acres. when it ~~.~ to opera~lonal

holding. (Table-13) It 1. 0.43 and 0.22 acres nspeetiv.ly.

""ftrD9I I'NnIber of holdln98 per houtl4thold works out. .a :r.19

and the ...reo- a1z. of ~ family .a S.60 person. In the

aaa. of t.he operat.ional holdings, the 8..r898 number of ho~

11198 pel' fWlll1y Is 1.94, ~er. t. a deere... 1ft both ana ne

_4~ of hold1nt)fIJ betwe. ownership end opel'.~

Regarding the caste vi.. dlstrlbut.lon Bv.rave area

per Hhec!uled CU~ hou.. hold 1. 0.32 eer••, Ane! In the Cil"

of non acbeduled caste it. 1. 0.15 acr•••

There 18 very wi~ difference in the operet.ional and

ownership holding_ of schedul84 c••-. and non-scheduled caste.

'rhe DCIl "Mhe&a1ed eaatea an domlnaUng both In ownership and

operatloDal holding_.

'1"8117' land 1s a factDr which deurm1ne. toM sl_

of the , ...17_ The 8VeI'8~ s1z. of ~he scheduled c.ste

!emily is lowl' than non-scheduled caste femlly, end~

lovu tbaft the _ale



..... _..... -........... .. --- .. -_..
~

ownersblp "21~
.... ., .. _ ......... _et

(Area in acr••)
~"'''''''''''-''~'''~'''''''

-,., ...... __ ..... ~ ...... ~ .... -
c...

se

NSC

No. of
hI)uM

holcJa

120
(56.8'1)

91
(43.13)

Toa1
No.of

JiOld1ncJ

235
(50.a7)

'21
(49.13)

filUeeDU98 A.-rl!l~ Average 1>.versqe Ave.ra~

of Toul Aree per Area per No. of s1ze of the
Area Holdlno Household iiDlding fam117

~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--~-~--~~

36.11 0.17 0.31 1.96 5.42

63.89 0.30 0.75 2.49 5.84

---- -- - -------- - ---- - - - ------ -- --- ---- •1'ou! 211 462 100.00 0.23 0.51 '.19 5.60 ....
( 100.00) (100.00) ..------ ----------~ ...... --------., .. -.. ------ - ---- •
Pl9Qr•• 1ft 1:he braclcRs shows perctlDt.a~
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9P'D51oDt1 !O~

(Area 1ft acre.)
._----~~~~~~~~-~~-~~~~~~~~--~~-~-~~-~~-~~~~

e....
No. of

House Hold
Toul Mo.
of H61<1

1119

Percent.age
of T'OUl

Ana

Avera;e
1\re. pC
boldln9

Aftrage
1\1"" per

hou_ hold

A..r4~ Area
per ft1II1Iber of

hol<!lD9
--~-~~~~--~~~-~-~-~~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~~~--~

SiC 120 194 30.'7. 0.14 0.23 1.a2 •
(56.87) (47.43) ...

~

NSC 91 215 69.26 0.29 0.69 '.36 •
(43.13) ( 52.i5'7)

-~~~~-~~-~~~~--~-~~~-~~-~--~--~~~-~

Total 211 409 100.00 0.22 0.43 1.94
(100.00) (100.00)

--~-~~-~~~-~-~~-~~~~._~~~-~--~---~-~~~~~-~~

Fl~e In the brackets are percenuge.
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Wet hev., already nc·ted thl.'!~ one 0: the OQjec:UV8d of t:he

LMd Refona Measures it; ti.. conferment of'ileeurli:V '"~ tefl\ue.

aut. during the eourt18 of our survey we came aCI'CBS a s1:ranoe

.i~3"on of c:unc.llilt1on of o"''nor~nlp r191\u. l't.1. sitwlUon

hes occured in 'Cher;:H'l\anko~tou J<unnu' lind 'Che1ocr Kayal' areaa

1ft S8.th~.ta Village.

'fhe 'Cheramanlcottu KUftnU' in ;;a.tbameo~U village 1••

...11 hill of about one hundrod end twent.y (120) acn. in ~b.

e.s~ side of the S~Btha~ootta fresh VO~ lake. The en~lr.

land wea '?uthuvellnnd' (;overt'k!IOftt. land) "ftc! a QOOc1 .J)~ of

t.he land had been un~r the cuat.oc1y of the scheduled CQ5~.1

r~any or them had been issued '?et-ta t on thelx- holdlnQ8 d\tting

~ peribd f~ 1969-1979. A~ present.. alto;e~r thare are

about. 160 famili•• hav1n9 po0l:ollolon and dUe of their hold

ings ou~ of which 1'0 families are of scheduled cas~

1. MOre O~ le•• all 'the households are scheduled CluateS.
The n.. of t.he place 'Cheranankotw Kunnu' 1. derived
r.o. the 1lIOrd 'Cheramen' or 'Cher\lftM' who coo.Ublte
the majorl.y 1ft thtt ec.hed\lled c:a!:~. They an alllO
k...... 'pul.,..'. Here the name of the place mean.
dMt conc«lUa"on of the ·ChennM.· in thi.'kunnu·
(a ...11 hill).
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DUring the .arly 19'0'$ one prient2 came there and

ob~lned about:. l' acres of len~ from this • ?Uthuval' land

and QC)t it essiCjlned from the "1/1118ge Officer and .~arbtd a

school. eu~ aftAl' obulnlng sevent.een acre. of lood, this

pri.8~ tried to obtaln the entire 'bll11, which has not

as.loned to anybody et that. time. The sl<JnlflC8ftt. ~in9 1s

tha1:. 8 major p<\,.\ of thtr lAAd W(l\& undftl' the cus~<1y of t.he

scheduled castes. In order to evict. the $chedul~d. castes

from the • PuthuY...l land' be charged eeverel t '!lse ea..~

agaln.' ~s. poor people. The priest., ingeniously apread

~ news ~ha1:. the enti~ tPuthuval' lnnd has been 8ss1gned

to hha, llnd the ot.her pOiiseseor:l of th13 land bad no rl0h1:.

on it.. All of the pos••ssors of this land eonUnued tlw

cultlvat.1vn there, and soon aft.er t.he enttc:~nt of til. Land
N,V(=

!tofoms ACt.. marty of them ·Mfj reee1vet1 t iiJatt:ee' on thler

L"Yen thouQ'h the • P~t.~a· Sl has heen 1S8U~ to the pos••ssors

of ~ land, 'the priest. tried to evtc~ them fcom the land. In-

el\l<!ln; ~he l)Atu holder" t'lnd trIG other~. Because of ~1.

evieUoft pl'Obl_. t"eed by the hold~rc nf the land. they un11*!

and pm._teeS aCJGinet. tM pr1ost' .~; r."()\.rcn'lertt.~. SO in 1971, 1:he

then Steven_ Minister of Keral...sued an ordex, 1n which s1:agd

2.1.'" name of the pneet, neve Dr. C. '':. L:a~Mm. ~n untr'"-'irl"ted
9rle$~ of ~ ~~l.nker. JAcobite Christien Church.
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~at:. ~he above pos,.~'!Or8 of ·Ch~r~manl(c1;.w Kunnu' sh811 not.

be eYlctc-:c ~rom their oo!3oel~~;1.on.3

",ven th...")ui;Jh the ;Jovern-;,,;ent of Keralf:! 1~" '!u.e"! such 8ft

orcs.r, t:he •cold v&r' bet:ween the priest and the pos.es80rs

• to eviet: an~ to 001'5 on' ecmttnued. In 191'7 the r,rtest

~anoferrf.no tr..oac propert.te!' to dnybody.. On the defl'th of

~ priest:. e.rt~ln p~1~f; hnv~nq vtlt'tetl Intere~~ formed

o TnlS't. In the nome of the T)rteP.Jt An~ ,.~tlum6d t.he adrJtin18~

rAt:lon of the sehool and the :,ropertles." Then this True.

surbed en 1:.:nglish ~~edlUin $<.'nt'X)l. ne~r to the old school, I!nd

st.u1:e4 to acquire 1me ent:.lre lend In this plac., lnf:l.ad1D9

the i?Uthu\pal end i:he Patte hel·-1ar t a land.

In 1980, the aoverment of Kerala l~~u.d another ort!ec

l!!:slgnlng the land tD t ts poSS.~90rtl.5 But. none of ~ had

been reeatved ·~.t:.~8c 8f~ar this order. &. don't know w~

the au~rlt.1es h~d not. issued the ·P.~t.a' to the life lon9

po."~80re of the land•

•
J. In 1911, the Revenue Minister of Iterala W08 ::':rl Baby Jom.

and the order i,l!;sued is - vide No.SS041!l'I.l/'1t/HU (.,~te4

29-11-1911•
... '1'he name of ~ Tru8~ 1. "Dr.CT P.:llpeft Memorial 1"r1.1I1Jt:.- and

l~ 1. 'known tha~ nishop culloM of ~. Wllon :31.OC88. of
Malankua Jacobite Chrlst:ian Church Is the head of theftU." tma", fon"

S. DUring t.hl. pe~lo~ tt'.e Left. F!"On~ Gow.mment. vas rullnQ
the SUM. end K.R. Quart was ~he Revenue " ~ in18ter. The
order i. a.O.No.48oll~ll~.O/dated 26-9-1900.
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8Q~ what; was actually hftPpened Is something tunny and

wonderful. Instoad of giving Pett.a to the possessors of the

lent."!_ t.he oov.rntr!4tft~ hsu~rit!e.) ceneel1ed (1981) the'Pa~ta'

which h84 been lsmaed by~ c'N.rlng the perlo(i from 1969-'1'.

I•.,. do not 'know wtJ.~.r there WIUI ~'\ny 'black hands' behind t.he

pat.~ cancellat.ion. ll:OM t.he PUt. of ~ • 'trust.'. but. from the

vl1111tJ8 it 1$ heard ~.

the re~~~~ for etne~ll~ttcn of the patte on that ~h. aurvey

ft1IIftber entaorC'o. is wrol1Q, end so tha~ the poo••leor shoU1c1

500ft after the cencel13tioft of the ·P~~t~·. the Tru~t

8uehorl~les trl.d to 6vl~t th3 whole pO~fle~~rs ~f the lant~

Ineludlnq 'the -'!xlstinq pa~~a hl")l~.rL1 and the een.::ellftd patta

revenue euthc:~rl tltU, ,') nd t:he pc·11i:* t' u tl~m-t 'l;le~ ~;iV. (ull

support t.c 'the ·';r.u.'!!It t 6. 'l'hey trieC' t.o fence tho -.nU.l". u.s

During thin t.ime the people (~ patt~ cancelled and the

other poe••s80cs) formed an AeUon couneJ1 for protecuon of

• •

6. One Intere~t.ln9 point to he noted Is thT:l.t. tJl. then
D18t.rl~ Colleetoor Md !tevanue Dlvt.!on~l Offieere, ere
Harij en$ by cest.e, ~n~ the; CUlly 3W'~ f:'o~.inet the
poor Herljans In this e~s••
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civil r19h~g1 and proceeded to High Court of Kerala and tlled

8 writ petl~lon, to quash the Pa~ta c~ne.llet!on proceedingsJ

and to deel"re th~~ the OOYernl114m~ or II!ny gov.rnil...n~ Ml~ri-

t1•• hGV. got no right to eYlc~ the P8t~8 holders and the

o~h.r pO.s.~80r~ tl'Ol'ft their llllnd. The HIQh COur~ suyed the

9OWrft.<?tcnt.. ~he revenue llut.1Y:,rlties I'Ind the pollee, the enttre

ete?8 in the line ¢f evte~lon of the Petta hol~er5 and legal
e

l'lOSaeS80X'••

EVen th~;t.tgh the stay Ol',;:t,er W!!. e"latlnQ the revenue au~

1'1~t.lI. the ~llee 2!nd 'tru£~ f:*))1. had st~rte" a.~eloWi A01:1

vide. such ". tres.pssclnq the lAnded ~ropert.y of the p.e1:~

holders nn~ other., an~ surveying ~h. ~r.a un~r r~fer.n.ee with

out: s.&'V~nq nouoe 8nd"lspl~e1ng old !!!Jurvey ~ton.~ ;om,..,. replaclnQ

new ones ~ceordtn9 ~ their ~ill ~nd pleasure ~n~ ~~ktnq fence

cover1ng the ent,lre pet.t.a 1an1 and t,}le o~r- !.~n~ of t.'1e inhabi

t.ant.s af httV1ng ~~~.s$1~n o~ mor~ th~ 50 yeAr~.

on 30-6-1991, the J\ct.1on council of ~he people MlbmlttAd a

mas. pett~ion to the ooneerned 8uthcr!~1.8 fer oe~t!n9 enough

poltCf!' prolWet.ion fOI their li te ano pro;,)Ort.y.

~ _.
7. This Act.l~n Couneil ~raft~d ('1 serleEi of repre.entations '3nd

!ftOftIOr~ndu,,~ •.0 th-4t mlnlfl1te't~ A.nd other l.a.d.,r~ o :! both
C_tr~l and 5t,19. GnWlornmeni:fI, includlnq ~~r1lt\e Mlnl.6-=-r,
,~d ~hlet j";lnls'~: 01 i{.a"..lla, to ~,.,-!l(. ;:roper :i~pe to
solve the problem, regarding the .yle~lon ~~d P.~~3 e~neel1

atJ.cn.
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on 18-7-1901 one 'Bhar'r,'isana' meetluq of to",*, 8 :)O¥e

sald 'l'r ua t.' IS rele71ou8 0l'9ttn1s4tion, wa!l hel,,) <"1: this place. 9

.:.~ub••.,!u. n t l y a vast majority of t:.he :'Iut.ici:-:>ant: of the :':liNttlng

dest.m~ the huta uo\Jnd end cultivators of poor Hulj 8na

~at~ hold~ra. Thee. problema were informed to the QOVernment

I!luthorltles by t:he !\etten Council of the p«lple. BUt: no proper

r)iatn in 'S-7-19fH t\i: 11. ~(). axu~ one ~u5an~ eelec1:ed

'1'l111tant youths of M(lllenker-'" Jol'!cob1~ Churcb w.ttll t.he locJ!l

chriat:lan. with pollee escort, r.hout'nq ~loq?ns e~ provfteatlve

word5 whieh would inculcAte communal f ••l1ng~ merehed towards

the lnn1ed 9rooerty un"!~r dls?ut.e, and brcuOht. $.bout. desUUC-

t,lon f.or the ~:ult1v&t1on '!oUch .~s 'tl!?1oca, pl~n~<!ltn. b4Pnena,

vegetable (J'lr~:en~ i..,nd ot.ter agr~eult.urel crop. of ttu. poor

p~tt.e hol~err, f1n(~ ~thc!:' lC~l:l ..>OM;e£:!lOrlh r4.E'snwh11e they

burned five !T.ore 'hut::' and de!'l t.royed ~" ~hf! ~o?!1.1l~fe o.long

1ng3 (.·f the poc;r GCh6~~ulcd Ct-'!tc! people.

It 1.!1 5 ,~id by the!!. pcor peo:t)le ~H't. while all the••

'thtnqs are ~o:tnQ on the police f!utborities were lookino quite

land to enter. tn1'.O th<:l1:. 8ree.

•
9. r, meet.ing of the Halankftra J Cleob! tet Churoh Wl·~er the

~) r~5 i ··' f.mt ,,: h1 p of '3!!":h:')'f.' cur11os.,. tn the Hll'jh :'dlOol
51 tue ted ther9.
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so e_ leat c:erutn P8~t.a hol~.r", lost.ed t.helr

•P.t.~e t, eertaln others were w1eted from the land by force

of the lnter••tdno PuU.. an~ ,,1 tb the help of the 9Ovem

men~ au~hori~t... After this mass de~troyal of ~ ~grleul

~rel crops, the poor people, "00 fUlly depends on thea.

egric:u1tural CI'O'PIt, seems to be very sad m:lnde<J. )\~ the U.

of this II\lrIeY the enUre ~18ftf1 1. kept. .8 unculUVIlt.e4

beeause of t.he disputes afk1 d\e HiOh couto' s .~ay order. The

pollee part.ies c:amplnq this area did not. "llow the harlJana to

ent.er their land.

It. 1. known f~ the village office the" about. 120

acres of land 1•••• apart. for asaigswnent. to it.. po••••sor••

The a••ignment. 1. OOt. delayed bee~u8e of this disputes. The

v111age office and ell other aut.horities played a very good

roll 1ft evlc:t.lnv t:he po.."'J:' • pat-u' bolder. and other poa"G!JOre

from their laft4.

In the sample survey several bou8.hol~ found ,,1th

related to this disputes. The ~t81 land unGer pos••saloD,

Pa~t.a received area. Pett.. eene.lled area etc., are exp181ned

In t:h. chapter-IV (1'eble8 3 flnd 4)

Thia 1. all abou~ the dlspU~8 reQardlnQ 1'0 ftcre. of

• Puthuval lend' 1n t:h18 vl11aqe. Iq~.in t.here Is dispute in
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ano~¥' 119 acres of wet land, where tme prootdur.. 1ik.

•P.~" 18I1Uln~, • ,,_tou' eancellaUon etc., t:oolt piece. Nov

1. will be lnter••Un9 to look in th~t also.

Another Patta caneel1a~lon and ..lc~n of pos"s$OE'a

from their ho1d1n~. took place in Mother put of the __

village. This 1. connected with a 'Kftyal' (lalc.), known illS

'Cheloor Kayel'. where the sides of the kayal land waa under

the pos..ssion of many houneholda for more th.an 50 yenrs.

During tM 8\Jm\Or seanon, backveter c:ultJ.vl!t.lon 1. precUcede

T.... kayal end. the lan'" neare.t. to that. are • Pul"ambow' land

end t.he poeee8sora were O,Pel'at.1no I to t!harln9 t.he last. SO ,.U8.

Many of i:he po•••saars rec:elv.s petta Oft ~.lr holdings fX'Ollt

1971 onwards.

But..on. fine morning of 1991, the pet.ta holders neeived

a let.ter f~ the Spec1al Thaslldar (LM~ Asslpment.. JCunnat.hur)

In which t7t.a~d that. their: 'Patte' h•• been cancelled, which

ha. Deen issued fl'Oll h1,s office .. few years bllOk. wi i:blft ~

pers.o~ of thrH months all or ~ pat:.u holdere received such

a l.~ter from the QU~horltl.a. etat1nq ~a~ their Pa~ta. .~

cancelled, and they doD' ~ have any rl<;Jh~ 1:0 U'9\IlI tor tha.

further. '1'.... reasons stAted tor this was different. to differ

ent. holders.
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under the PenchaYft't at. the "me of •••1gnment4 A fw 11ft••

tl'Om one le~ter is quot:.ed here I

-An ex~t. of 20 cent.!! of ?UrambOk\I lands 1ft
survey No.3,/,t of Saa~t.taVi11aqe ba.
been ae.lvned to sri •••••••• "'a per thla
Office L.A.C.No.14/17 ~8~ t6-e.17.

On fur~,. enquiry 11: ls seen 1:hat. the
land a.al9ft84 a8 per L.A. ca•• W8S ve.~e4

wl~ t.he panchayat. 8~ the t.1me of 811u,i9ftlnent
and hence t.he •••1c;nmen~ order In t:he eea.
we. lrre9Ulu •••••• Th4t lan4a In 5y.No.3'/21
of s.s1:hemcoi:'ta Vll1aoe known ft8 C"loor
Keyal 1. the Kayat PUrambolN ,,~. vested with
the panch.,.. at. i:he t.l.. of 8s.1;nmen~ an4
hence the aaal;nmont orr!ered in the L.A. case
Ie lrre9\llu &Ie to m18t.alte of faea and hence
t:he sSlI19Wflent. orders anc! pa1:ta lswed in ~
case 1s hereby c~nc.11ed-. (The letter issued to
one of ~ Pat.a holder.. f~ the Left4 " ••lon
m8nt., Kunnethoor TalUk, No.LAC.14/77 dated
18-6-91.)

The naeon for cancelling the Pstta at.l.l~ 1n anodMtc PetU

hol~ notiC41 1. that. I

• •••••since i~ was found that. this aS8ignment order
vas issued wlthou~ proper verlflc.~on and scrutiny
and that. the mabazP.l1' prepared In the ca.. recorda
ehowln9 t.hat. the persons are in posees81oft and aul
dyad-on of thi. land 1s ;Nrely fal.e and basel.se.
No person t. 1n poasesslon and occupat.ion of
'Cbelool' K.y.l· ••••••1and sanction a. LAC No.276/19
d1:d. 20-1-'~O hereby eancelle4- ( Let.~r i8sued
No.LA.27."9/4~ 30-S-1991.)

so the c••eons tor tbe cancelled-oft of Pa'tQo, variec1

lco- CAS. to c.... "'bateY.,. may be the n880ftM eit.ed by~

they beft don. 1t. wi thout. any hunan cons1~r8t.lon••
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"Mal ~ village office, It i. cem. to know th~..

preptacat10ns an ~__ t:bere to _••191' Chese land to other.,

instead of giving Petta ~ the pre.en~ posaeseors. They had
InriUdtlPP,lleau.oaa f..- the . . _

,1.nalesa PUblic· In order tiO aselgn thi. lencJ. AbcN~ '*'
thou.an~ applies_lona recel.-d ~r ~ •••l~~~ of tbla

land fl'Offt the publio, (The .tal aree of t.he Itayal 1. 119

&ents). A~ the ~lme of this survey (-IOla1) the .~ff. And

Officer In the vl118q8 office was buay In vertfylng and 8CrQ

uni.lng the appllcaUon sn4 applicant.s. ('to find 0111:, wha1:her

the e.pplie.ft~ own any other land. if so the lltre. ate) In this

case alno we do not know why things iire t.alclnq place 11lte tJ-.J.••

Theae bIO semple. !lh~uld be noted serloWily. and ~18

1. not. a epeet.1 ca.e which hAc! happened ftt. one place. bU.

allover Kerale such probl~s ore 901ng on.

There ere two partie. playlnQ behind all ~.. problems

such aa P••ta eeneellatlon. ~le~on .~. Tn. flr~~ and ~

mo•• lftIpol'unt. p.r~ 1. tNt GOVernment and the au~l"l"e••

'the lmplementJ.09 machinery is always not. inuA8'*' In p.-o1:ee

~inQ t:he rlQhu of the poor people. The Governmenb,

ar. alvaye .uP?Gr~ln-; ~. ln~"8_ of the bi9 people, they

an no. lnunsted in the probl.as of the weaker !1ecdon. O~

wen ~ POOl' people of t.be 5~a~.
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b.d"li-nd
The .eeon~ par~y beW_-.e-f! all theae probl..,. (espe-

c1ally the former ea.., explained above) is the 'blO t laftd

lords. who i. haYing enough influence and command in the

~oci.ty. l~ t. eesy tor t:hM to evict t:be poe.es~r. 01'

"en Che P.~U holders. ~u1te otten the 1nur.e~ of the••

people'll an suppodlc! by ~he nsl1nq authoritle. end ~.

tmploment:ln9 machinery.

A ftnt tnin9l1 Which w elln oo!'erve froM the "hove c:tt••s an -

1) It is a real f act that the land had bfMn under the

custody of ~ POOl" peopl8, parUeulllrly ~ aem.duled ca.te

people (in t:he former eftSe ~lmo8~ all ere 8artJans. and the

1.~.1", ftbou~ half of the holders) BlU' an eulUYIlt.!n9 it

more then 50 ,.ar8 or eo. '1'bey occupied and cul~iY8U4 t.hi8

lend. because it wae 'Puthuval' or 'puramboleUt •

,) :the aU~hor1ti•• and machinery are always 8Qeins. the

poor aeoUone 01 the eoelet:y. 1'heI re.sons tor the cancel1

Rt!on of ~.ttas itself show. the lnefflctency of the machi

nery and thtt interest to suppor. the other QcoU'Pa. 'the

r ••lIOna cl ted are 'ent.eranee of wronQ .surve y Number'.

'1rnP!l'OP8r or f.\ll~y verification'. • the area 19 under pan

chaya.· etc. Any reasonable man could not under.~nd these

problema. If the survey number is wren; who is at fault 1

It is not. ~. f8Ul~ of the poor illiterate ml'!jortt.y. Through
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en~.rlnQ tal•• number, does 1~ mean th~t the posses30rs of

the land ha~ not been owned -these land. 1 t f the survey

number 1s vronq ,.,hy can't put. the eor.ree~ number and give

the Pai:t8 1:.0 the holder of the land. ;:=0 all 1:he!te showe ~e

p8r~1&lity and irresponsibility of the two classe. of the

eocl.~y one the • bureaucr8~' and t.he other 'moneyed elas.'.

3) Perhaps ~1$ might be a ~?Gelal cnse, with reQsrd to

'the land 3s819f\7Ient:. but. of e~url!o, there ,!.r e t;over&l cases

like this ~11 over 1n ~~rel~, which ~dvGrB~ly affee~a the

poor soet1on~ of the eoctt'~ty. In t.he l!cqui!91 t.1on and dist

ribut.ion of f'urplus 18nd we h ~". ~.lIn the lmplemetat.lon

procoss shove (Chapter-IV). A v~ry QOOd :' dr t. of the land

whtch should h~"/. been distributed to the poor hold4trs an

kept. as -?fQd1a9 w1tb j~~itt!-. this ha~ to eh~nge o!course,

~ ~1 pos.essocs, and the real cult.ivators ~ labourers

should receive the ownership ot land 1n.tend of ~tvln9 ~ ~

luqe holders or ovon landlord••



CHAPTER VI : IMPACT OF LAND REFORMS ON SCHEDULED CASTE

- SURVEY RESULTS



In the last Chapter we have indicated .ome of the

5chedul~ cast. P80?le enjoyed con8equen~ upon the impl~n-

tet.1on of ltind re!orrns rr.."sureA. This chapter analyse. the

oceup<i~1onal st.a~\l. and the annual InCf)Me of the ~ur-.hold8

covered 1n our murvey. M&jori~y of the people in ~.rnl.

depends on agriculture for their living. with reference

to scheduled C:l!~te8 on:' f~ctor 1s very prord.nen~ t.e. M3lo

rlt.y ot them e."m their livelihood working as 8qrteul~r.l

labourers.

the occupat.ional l! t.~ tua of the head of the house hold,

and the income from all source8 are given 1n rebl. 1. and 15.

'r 8b l e 14 show# thf.}t: ne.erly 61 percent of 'the households

u. completely decendlno on t.he aqrleult\lral "~ 88 wage

laboUS'f.lrs. '1'be ot.~r 2S percent of the bou~.holda derive

thei!:' liYelihood worklnQ 8S unsKlll~ workers. The unskilled

work.!:'. consist.s of brlc~ workers. coconut plu~k.rs, construc

t.ion worker., maeon.. workers o~r then eqclculturel labourer

and ~v.rnment aenanto_. 1'he percen~eoe of the bouMholc!a
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derlv1no 11".11h004 fl'Cftl 9CW8rnmen- servIce 13 "IY low

(8. 33 perCMn~ only).

The Mgrieultur~l llibourertJ, on an averl:toe. ge~ work

only tor 142 days 1ft an "'~I'. 'rhe ~.,g1 ~ion Is compuaUvely

good In ~ ce••~~n"9rtcul~aluna~llled ~tkers. They

ge~. on an anrnqe 16' dtIya work In an year.

.... __ _-
Occupational No. of

suwa UnuM
hola.

( 5chedu let1 c••ws) ·

-_.----~._------_.-
P.rc.n~-3()e 1\ver~;e ~,"Orklt10 day.
of hou~. per labourer ln ... year
hOld•--.. -.... -. - - -- .... ---- .. .. _.... ----_.. ---

Agricultural
labourer ~o 66.67 142

Other un.killed
woners 30 '5.00 162

GoYern.."••
serv1c•• 10 8.'3 ";thole ywar

----- --.. -.. -------.. ... -------.. . ----
Total 1'0 leO.OO -

-----------------------------_.-
1'he Ineo~. distribution of the houesehold. reveals ~

living !l~nn{'ard of ~ pee?l.. f-tore t:han 51 percent of tb4I

households have 1.~s than ~.1000 per year. Tn. ...re~ annual
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income per hou8.hol~s in ~h1~ 9ize Qroup 16 only b.6S~.

28. '53 percent. of t:he houc.hol~. hflve lesB than R:le :moo and

the evors9. &nnu~l income p~r houGehold In this size Q~

comes to 1lS.1356. The .share of the QIO income gz'OUP8,tn the

tot.al income comes ~ ~3.83 and ".44 percent r • .r.?8C~twly.

4,17 perc.nt. of th. hour.e hold. have annuftl lncomebetlMeft

~. 2000 Me! lts.e 3000, O.B 3 percent houeeholda between ~ 3000

and 4000. 1.67 peroent. ciOu&eholda income het.ween ilS._OOC nru!l

ii1J.5000 and 7.5 percent households Income above b.5000/-.

( ~.:.eh.d1..iled eastes)--_ .. _~- .. -- ~ ---.... --.- -------_ ..... -
NO.of Percen- irlereeft- Av.raQe In-

DtsUl!N~lon of hoUd u98 of t.age of come !-')8r
income .1M holda OOUM IhCOCl1e household

(~.) hold• (n:.)------ --. ----• ---_ .. --- ------- -
lAss ~Gft 1000 69 5'.50 '3.83 653

1000 • 2000 34 2e.33 '4.4. 1358

2000 • 3000 5 4.17 6.35 ~4QO

3000 - tOOO 1 O.DJ 1.90 3600

4000 -5000 2 1.f.;7 '.92 46'500

5000 + 9 1.S0 3".56 B;~

---_ ... --- .. _-----------.------
120 100.00 100.00 15'5

-.-----------------------------
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On the whole, the soheduled ell.tAt MUM hold. mak.. an

.v.ra~ income ofitJt, 1S'S per year, fft)ftt all sources.

Keeping the lira11UltJ.ons of ~ sample 1n mind, we can

fintS out dtree dl.t.inc~ 9l'Oupa of incOf'Ml earMra vlth1ft the

sche&.tlecS cue-e. The flr~~ gl'O\IP in t.hl. 10 t.he hou.. holds

~e~ eU"fte 1eee than lb.2000 per ,...... They cons"t.ut8 8'

percent. of the to~al hous.s'holds. Allot the households 18

Ulia group are ettner agricultur.al labourers or ullsk!lled

l~Oot\rGrB. '1'he otendard of living of' 1oh.ts group seems to be

very poor, and the average f ncome of the household. work. out. to

lt1.996 per year. The ,g' 7. of l""nd holl1inqs of thea. households

In 'too S<llall which 19 often letl9 than 0.50 acres, or oven below

0.25 acres.

The :;>\lcond, qr'1U!) co'!1s1::t:..-; of bouseholdn WOOll. 1Acome

v&~l.e ~t.ween ''1. 2000 to :,j.5000 in 30 yl'l:,r. lObe perc_tagll

of !:he hou~eholds in this catorJOry 16 very low (6.'51 ?4trcent

only). Sut the av.r~g. lno:'ti'l'le (\f' the t.ouseholdo (b. 1331)

shows thl!lt. '>;h" y ilr~ ''T!are or J..~~ 3~1. to N'j~st ill1tI\ tot.

slt.u.Uons. 'rIle r.ize of h:.:"l.~tn.,!'1 o~ thin group 1s l1tu.

nore than the former Qt'(Np,s. ;Jut. it II! lo:;,! than ene acre tn

al•••

The las to; and the nlQhoL't: Ineome group in this 88l"l.s

are the no dfSeholJe whj,ch tr.arns a,t)out~.e'059 per yael'. ...
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thouQb the pe,.een~~t. low. the averege income of t.hte

houMholda shove ~ eeonomio background of the.. ?ltOple••

All of ~. hOuNholde 1ft ~1$ g~oup are either par't-~lme or

full tlftNt 9Ov.~"""'t. employees. rhe•• houaehOlds are abl.

to cope wi ttl their daily need. and al80 Clift eave aomoUila9

out of their earning_

'1'h. 1nequallt:y in the lnco/f'.e cUatrihUtJ,r.)O l'.n~ 1:h.

employment stntus 81'0 ve:ry widar COtflparlng tl~ ochednled

eaat.a with t.he non-8ccMt<3Uled caste.. In the scheduled

c:all~ ~up no hou!;. hold is f"......d •• 'At,Jriculturist.· f

whi 10 1n non-scheduled C4Ulft.., major1ty COff.teS under t.."lls

·AQrlc~ltur1.~· group•

--• ---- • --- --------.. • ---------Type of House NO. of Pereont,&qe ""wrage Klectd.-
Houses of Hous•• Rooms fled

per h~u.. houses- -------- - ---.. --.. --------- .. ---
1. heca 2 1.67 6.5 1

:2. .:I4Im1 puce. 16 1? )3 ".4 1

3. Kutch. 63 :.". 'Sf) ~.S 1

it.
Hu_

36 30.00 1.1 -
5. No hou•• 3 ?.50 - --... -----• -- • .. - ------ .. --.. -----.. --1.'OUl 120 100.00 2.2 ) ( 2.5~)------------- .. ---.. --------... ---
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Table 16 5110'4 t.hn the eeheduled caste. dwel1lnV

8tzue~. More than 52 })ltrcen~age of ~e hou..hollU hou..s

oomes uncer the _1' , uteha ~. There 1s e lit-tle percent

(l.a,) of pueeo houses el$O. ~her. ere a good number of

houses 1ft -.h.t. ~Y?e snd also '.5 pereent 'horne l$!ls. OIlly

3 ('.50) haua. hol" electrified *he!r houses. An awrege,

2 ~8 per house and 1to vJ!!irle. Aceort'!ln<J to the ~ype of

houses lIOn' 1 roomet to 1 room. t\S a ..,hole the etrUc:t:ure of

the dwelling ~yPe :sht:'HfG th"l~, the scheduled e35t.~ made

some C'lffot'1:9 to l.'1\prove their nouges.

The .bove meneio:~.~! factl!l .hOw th8~ t.mplttmenuUon of

Lant! Reform. had l.>enef1ted the eehe&..1Jed CAste. only M~rgl.

nally. The l·I\nd t1-1sUlbU,loft (Chapter-lIt) of the sched\l1ed

Ca!4U8 1t.self lend support. too our coneluslon. Thct de9r" of

lnequaU.ty in ~. land <J1sU'1ouUon 1. wry wide beewe_ the

aethedule4 CJ.I»~. a••d non-schad-tiled e-1'stAa. "the J.~ dlsUl

maUon an6 th~ oCI::\lb>at..tcJa&l 11t. ''l1:.U:l of tt. scheduled cast.

....s to b8 flXtrr'.ly unf:Jv'(~"ur",:;)l,~ eomp.u.~ed to t.hat. of t:he

noD-scheduled C{\stes.



CHAPTER VII : CONCLUSIONS



Lend Reform. He ofam v1-.4 .a an .ffee"" .......

t:o .1~J: ~he a;rarlan.~ and to .~ulll econc:elo~

lopraen-.

't he land 1n the ~untry ;as concentr~ted 1n the handa

of f .. landlords who belon..,ed to the UPPH'i.of~ layer' of the

os.toe lwlruchy. The whole a-c:.c1o-economlc ~Y9tem v~s conuo

11.d by ~i••ffluent. elite of 1:he soc:l.~y. 1"htt !".el'wt~1e4

cas~. the~ 6DOrlginals ~ff.r.~ eppresn10n In ~ handa

of upper caate1:lotb 8oc1ally &nd economically. They lacked

pOlitical, social and econom1c ~~~ to fi9h~ eq.ln.~ ~

ev11. nnd they pos.....eS neither ."..elth ncr :It.~t\l$.

Lan~ Rcfom men!!Ur8! 1n a 1'1901'0\18 way "'038 .'t.arted In

J<8rala f.l"O'n It'3 ornmrdn. Th~ tGn.ney eboli ~on lsw$ zoundtt4

\me dcat.h-Jcnel1 of landlordism in Kerala, and 1m!. Q1ftQnclpe~

~ acheduled e••tea frotn t.httlr pos! tlon of serfs t.o tha~ of

• fs-_ laoourers'.

When the Land Refol1la wen unde~k.n. ~18 poor ~111.1'.

of ~ so11 believed th.~ t.hey wl1l become ~ owner. of land.

BU~ wbeft ~he 1'.'0111 •••urea weN lmpleme"te4 the 1'..1 U11ers
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of ~. eo11 were~ out from t.he .ceDe. They sUll

rema1ft as labounre 88CJ DO~ own.re.

confel"Men1: of own~r~hif) ~l ':;;ht to ummt.3 helped to

chan<re tilftt .orariM a~rue1:urf' a(~ ·ft wlnle, ,i) l.et'cJ'(t I\WftbeI' of

t.enant.2 Net-dYer1 ownershi? r!qh~ on their hI)lr!ing&\. The

lar'jJe~t number of lMd t:.r.em~rtt!'n ~k plm~e on t,hitl account.

f~t\ l }~ndlo.rd to tElnl1nt~'l,. :1Ut. the t'!rC:~t~''!uleCl '''nnte benefl~ted

11t~l. ~eu.. t;l\eJ' ~$r. n~ver ~IJfH=~"'!.

Tlw provled.on whieh b"::;;lCtly ~neflted th. acheduled

eastoea if> eonforment. of f)Wfternh1p r!qh~ to thtr t1JCud1ki,1a})pU)cars".

Even tmouQh th4t area of l~nd th~y (JOt un!~er thi", provtnlon 1s

very small (1~ eent-e) ~h. mmerrahfp /".)f ttl.1,. l!ge-olc.1 holdln(;J8

Jtinnled fa t'lOftse of pride ..-n.1 o~)t1:n1ma in their minds. Majority

of~ u. aor1eul1Nl:el labourers. ant1 ae such occupy the

lowe.~ pOsition 1n the eeonornlc ladder. But ebe eonfumen11 of

own.r~h!I' r1 ghtr. ~ r~·". tllt...m lll'::etH.i 'lG ec b"l~~13 about. ehen~s in

u.e bu~J. In W'hJ..eh tl'ti'l· \ooftfX\P 11vl~19.

with r:ef.renc~ to ceSJ.lnf)1 end <l1st.r1o\&Uon of sw:plu

laftc!a to 1:he 18ndles8 peep If' the L'ftplement.lng macht.nery has

not (10M much. Consequ.tmtly thie t,:)rovlsfen of the ~e~ he.

not. mt!!ttt'i t4'dthe ~e'f'M!J·5ul~ C~St.8 IftUCh.

The re form ~~.$Ul'.e lutVtt rtot !',aec4l."'.~ In errrad!eltt.ln9

inequal1q 1n the dlstrlb\l~lon of lMd holding-. BUt. 1~ ~

result.ed In brea.lc1ng the ba~. of ovnersh!p pyrmlll4e
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I~ 8__ ~•• ~ Japl.-nuUOft of theee reton

....... he. widened the MOftOIItic tap vl~in the acheduled

0..... S.for. t.he 1RJplemenuUon of tNt.. ..efone ......

• a. vide ~ 1n the eeonomlo s\a.us of dltteren. COftl\Jftlu... so ~ pre.ent stwa1d.0I'l 1. ere8.1nv eome eoelal

tension. wi~ln the 8chedule4 cae" people • the heft.' and

·ll.... no••' in ti'Mt ... CIOtIlMlft1-,..

Iftft .fter 1mpl~utlonof the•• reto.... IMjodt7

of VMt scMdu1e4 c••_ people ncaaln as agricultural lebeNl'

era.

<-. the income cU8tzlbudcn f~ft~ ~ .ffeet.8 of Land

Refons. 1. only Iftu\tinal. Majol"i.,. of the 8Ohe4uled O•• teII

s~lll 11" below the povel"~Y 11M. '1'be agdCNl-..l • ..,to..

i. not .apable of provldlftO enou;b emplo,...., oppGl't;Unl_ tIO

~ The low income le84s to low COD8UMp"on and low

.~u4 of 11vln9. Thl. ha. •......1 O~I' ..11 .fteeb.

we !18ft not oone deepel' Oft t.tw.. aapecu and a deul1ed

study vill tJuow tI\lCh light. Oft thi••apect. 14. 4e~11ed ftWtJ'

Oft thea•••pec~ raay be~_ by ~ ..... of aaona.lc:.

and suUa"•••
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• llho~ fol'lft of polartnUoft 1. em.rglnQ wt~1D the achedu.l.d

c..... The d1.parl~ 1ft lDCOale, .-ploymcmc and 1_4 dis"!

lMdon .how the tJJIIPtOlfta of this peoul1arlt.y emoA9 die

scheduled C.8~••

-to 0 oa.
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IE1r..::l
Recelpu. Disposal and BaJAnce of applleat:1oD under sec:Uae 12 (ownership rlCJh~ to wnants)

of i:be JtLIt ~ a. OD 30-6-1981

---------------------------------------------01st:rleu ToU1 A1JAve4 Rej~ Otbu' Total Balance centfl-
Recelpt.s Dteposala O1sposol. Disposal. Disposals ceu of

purebaM
Issae4*

---------------------------------------------Td• .ad..- 242M .... 15455 1830 24129 141 $343

OUlJ.oa 278' 12MJ 13029 143 27421 72 12953
Al1eppey 81377 34843 41901 4430 81tn 198 34843

1COi:~ 51141 't71!1'1 1110. 17412 55955 186 26802

Jd.*kl 83. 46St 3507 8'7 82. 98 4319
£ne1nI1_ 154366 82935 41160 ,.S15 lSCl20 2. 8"'"
Trlet.ac 281158 201199 3328C 461. 280634 5'4 1989'77

Pa1_~ «)0940 3011928 79OtO 5T79. na804 2136 339094

Mal~ 52"'0 3'74491 91392 5'73ft 521220 1'760 3'7231'7
KOab11ro(Je 662S0S 41.445 123790 121585 661820 685 412941
wJIMl4 1030T7 S7518 11308 11903 102779 298 5689.

C"~ft 653569 470297 142&51 40063 653011 558 46A311

To_I 3058218 2031454 624260 39560e 3051320 1898 2016915

O~ L8ad
1'rtbunab 6OS403 437132 131,.0 3OT13 S9966S 5'738 4246'7'

~~---~-~~----~~~-~~~---~~--~~~~~~-~---~~~~~---
GraDd~ 3163621 2418586 756020 426379 365C985 126. 2"16.

----------------------------------------------• c..u~lca_ of parcha.. taS1led ou~ Of the .l~ dlaposaltt
source. LaDd Board, lterBI.. Proceed1Jl9s. La (A) 3-~18/81. dRed 24-'7-1981.



~

Reeelpu. Olaposal and 9al.nee of .ppl1c.~lon uadU' seeuOft ROB (ownJ(ershlp rl9bt to
bdlkldllppak..)

of ~ Kta Ad •• oa 30-6-1981

_.-~--~~-~~~~~~~~~-~~~--~--~~~~~~~-~.-~~~~-~--

Dlst:rleu
ToU!

Receipts
A110vecJ Rejectlec1
Dt.~.ls ~18pOs.l.

O~ 'foUl 8a1ance Cert1fl-
Dlspo.als Dlsposala caw of

purchase
1• ....,.

----------------------------------------------ftl.~ 35m 19118 16619 m 35023 ~34 119'7.
QQ110D 23126 10.38 11213 1253 22904 '222 10270
Alleppey 114669 78036 33752 904 112a92 19T7 790.
JCot.U)Wt 32831 206M 10'7. 1156 3'561 275 l'fl-86
IdDJdll 1452 699 7C9 .. 1452 2 668

£makul_ 102563 S980J 35'752 5958 101413 1150 56935

rdebur 5481. 39138 16094 332 54554 260 36605
palQba~ 639 237 401 1 639 - 189

~ 23620 17264 46. 1545 2M54 1M 16&'79

bablkode 35016 1'7601 tm 79'5 34803 213 1669.

WJDe4 117S 623 S97 45 1'-65 10 416
cannanont 16813 P491 8231 - 18'728 05 8 32'7

_tal 442082 270190 148048 19250 43'7498 459. 254if'71

Ot:bes' LT'. •• •• •• •• •• •• ••
~~~-~~--~-~~~~~~~~~~~--~~~~--~~~~-~~~~-~~~~~~-

Grand Tou1 442002 270190 1480. 19250 41'7488 4594 2564"71
~~~-~~-~~~~---~~~-~--~~~~--~~~---~~~-~~~~~~~~~
.. CerUflcag of purchase issued out of t:he allovlMt dlapesal.

source. Land DoaI'd. op,.c1 to.
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.J!IJ.P!I!M"9'!o,~ PRZJ1fJoM !lB. iPLl2U

----------------------------------------------Dlaulct ToU1 No. t-. of ~ 1'otal laDf! IIet. • __t h,*,~ 4tst:rlba~
of cetl- eu.. ordllred for of 18114
lng caMs dt~ .ur"""'" Uk_ OYer____ • !t!es1 (A-I) _

Cannenor.

"'78Ud
XOs1'dko~

Malappu~

PalQba_
Trlc:bac
Er:1UIlaIl_

~yaII

cddctd
Al1epp.,.

Qa1tc.
'f'd~

SL8

lM01

5044

4397

6.91

11542

343S

C8S.,

4896

2.099

3056

2350
tC8~

306

15052
.946

41'78

4914
101~

341'
4834

4817
~.

2941

2316
1456

2M

45790.00
lOM9.aS

9"'N8.01

13192ecn

25199.69

"732S.~9

5264.20
.91.9S

13441.oe

12006.18
3M8.1S
3401.90

31222.N

3276..
2e2l.~

6SM.S3

11972.16
3100.19

1",0.84

395'7.83

'733.1'7
5323.82

1197.01

602.92

••

17149.55

2571.91
1890.51

5364.3'
9634.91
alt.61
gee...l

3324.69

2762.29

3'726.34

1454.80

392.'75

••
~--~~~~--~--~-~~~~-~~-~--~~~~~~~~-~~~~~---~~~-
To~l 66355 63G25 15'7324.75 77949.40 51842.09
-~-~--~-~~~~--~--~---~-~~~~~~~~-~~~'~~-~~-~~~~-

SO\VCeI LeDd~ Oil-cit:. COIn!?lled fZ'Oll "ftrlolas paves.



table - ~)
Beneficiaries of surpl us Land 01suibQUon

(Aree 1D 8C~)
-~--~--~-~~---~~--~~~~~~-~~--~-----~----~~----- ~~Disul. :;'~led Caste SCheduled Tr1))e Others ;;oelad... Total

~~-~~---~~~~-~~~---~-~-~~--~~~~~-~-~-~~-~---
No. £xUn~ No. BxteIR No. Extent No. Extent. Ro. bten~
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