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the line of decentralisation. In Kera la , where there is abundance

of unexploited natural resources on the one hand and sizeable

unemployment on the other, the adoption of district level planning

in the real sense has special scope and significance. Accord ing

to an estimate based on the unemployment survey conducted by

the Department of Economics and Statistics in November, 1987

(Government of Kerala , 1988). the incidents of unemployment. including

under-employment. exceeds 43 Iakhs , out of an estimated labour

force of 108 Iakhs , This situation highlights the urgency for the

proper formulation. careful implementation and regular maintenance

of area-based district level planning. which will enable maximum

utilization of local resource potentials and hasten the pace of

both economic growth and employment generation. which, after

all. Is the essence of planning.

When we consider Kerala and Karnataka States according

to their levels of decentralisation. Kerala is at the beginning

of the scale of decentralisation whereas Kamataka has moved far

ahead along this scale. Therefore I in order to conduct a comparative

study of the SUbject under analysis t Kamataka has been selected

owing to the fact that it is in an advanced stage in the experience

of district planning compared to Kerala , Karnataka could successfully

implement district planning and it is me of the pioneering states

in this regard. But Kerala has not gained much experience in

the field of decentralised district planning till now. Furthermore,
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Kerala and Kamataka states are selected for the present study

due to operational reasons I besides the author I s familiarity with

the socia-economic conditions of these states. Thus. an analysis

of the district planning experience of Kamataka will provide

constructive and valuable information. which will be of great

importance to Kerala State, which is now aspiring to introduce

ful.I-f'Iedge district planning by constituting elected District Coanci ls

in every district of Kerala. Moreover. the findings and policy

implications of the present study will be of immense help to

planners, politicians. administrators, academicians and people

at large.

Objectives

The main objectives of the present study are:-

1. To undertake a review of the evolution and status of district

level planning in India;

2. To examine the role of district planning In reducing inter-

district disparities;

3. To study the administrative and organisational set-up of

District Planning Units in Kerala and Karnataka;

4. To analyse the method of allocation of plan outlay among

the districts of Kerala and Karnataka States;

5. To evolve a formula for Kerala State for the purpose of allocation

of State Plan outlay among the districts.
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