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fishes. A knowledge of life cycle is important with

respect to the systematics and zoogeography not only of

the parasites but also of their hosts, and the habits

and trophic relationships of all the hosts involved in

the cycles. Although one can jUdge the general pattern

of a considerable number of the unknown metazoan life

cycles from what is known about the same or similar

parasites in other geographical regions or in other fi~hes,

there are some parasites for which information is totally

lacking or for which the life cycle pattern is atypical.

further more, such studies may contribute to a better

understanding of the ecological impact of parasitism

on host organisms and populations. There is no reason

to believe that marine and brackishwater parasites are

ecologically less important than terrestrial and fresh­

water parasites, and in recent years it has become more

and more evident that they are indeed of great ecological,

economic, and hygienic significance (Cheng, 1961; Sindermann,

19'10; Rohde, llJ82).

The great number of parasitic species of marine

and brackishwater animals that have been described indi­

cates that parasites play an important part in the ecology

of the oceans and brackishwaters. Jnspite of their

importance, marine and brack i s :" . _, L" 4 paras I tes are

probably the least known group of organisms. Considering

the l~rqe number of marine and brackishwater hosts,



especially in the tropics, it is no exaggeration to say

that the description of marine and brackishwater parasites

has hardly begun (Rohde, 1982). With this view in mind,

an attempt has been made to study the ecobiology of the

helminth parasites of finfishes and shellfishes of eochin

waters with special reference to digenetic trematodes.

The work is broadly divided into three chapters,

Chapter 1 consists of a description of the study area,

prevalence of infection and concurrent infections with

helminth parasites, seasonal variation, host specificity>

and zoogeography of digenetic trematodes; Chapter II

deals with the systematics of digenetic trematodes; and

Chapter III deals with studies on larval trematodes from

molluscs and crustacea, adult from a molluscan host,

life-cycle, biology and histopathology.
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