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Lemongrass oll containg generally about 75% of citral which |s infac! @ misture
of geranal (citral a) and neral (citral b) oughly n the milc ol 53, At present
citral is estmated using sodium bisuiphite agducting mathod. Due 10 the presence
of 2 sthyleree Inkages and an aidehyde group, the besulphile adducting s lound
to beé complicaied Momover other aldehydes and methyl ksiones prasant in
lemongrass of wall also get adducted, thefe by incressing the percentage of
citrgl eshmatod. I the presont work a new and afficiend method has bDeen
oavisoped lor ihe estmason of ciral using column chromatogranhic echngue
Ths melhod has been extended for the isolation of corel i pure form. from
wmongmss of, in gquanitatve yeide Ciral has aiso been sepersied w0 hes
frachons. pure netal, midum of Nedal and geranial and pure gorarsl by coleTn
creomatogeaphy wihech was thought 10 e Bfcul. Tolal analyss of mongrass
o by separation of the indwduasl comoonents fas also been achieved usng
chroratngraphe technague.
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Corversion of citral. the main component of lemongrass oil. 0 ofhed mdusiraly
mponant components are investigaled The ublily of Dasic Muming o e
condensation catalyst for the condensabon of citral with acetons ko the preparstion
of pseudoanone. a key intermediale o Ihe synthes:s of Vitamn A, B demonsirBled
Cyclization ol pseudcsonons 10 ononea with acihc slumng soakod with para-
iiuene sulfonc ackd has also bean actweved

Bgamascone, 4 valuable favour and perlume maleral has béen synhedined
starting from citral theough B-onane

Citral has been condonsed with the lerminal aliyic funclionadmed meiiny
heptenone to get the C-18 ketone, whch s a kiy synthon lor the synthesis of
phytal, isoptyiol Vitamin E and Vitamin K,
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