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The effective organization and utilisation of resources produced by the students, faculty and research scholars

in university departments assume greater significance. Institutional repositories are developed by many in­

stitutions to provide resources and materials that support students in their studies. The present study recog­

nizes the value of such a repository in the Engineering and Technology discipline in Cochin University of

Science and Technology. The paper explains the need for a digital repository ofproject reports. The authors
present a modelfor digital repository, and the organization.and administration of such a repository. The study

also analyses the various other factors associated with the proposed depository.

1 iNTRODUCTION

The Cochin University of Science and

Tec):mology (CUSAT), Kochi, Kerala .. was

established in1971. The mission of the university

is to prosecute and promote research in applied

science, technology, industry, commerce,

management and social science for the

advancement of knowledge and for the

betterment of society, and to provide facilities

and offer .opportunities for graduate and

postgraduate education in these subjects.

2 CUSAT LIBRARY SYSTEM

CUSAT University library system is an

automated one, connected with ca.mpus LAN.

The library has a 2 mbps leased line Internet

connectivity and offering online services to the

user community. It has web enabled OPAC and

windows based library software ADLIB to enable

thehouse keeping operations. CUSAT has vast

amount of resources, that include the journals,

books, theses, abstracts, project reports,

databases purchased by the university, and

online journals and databases available through

the consortia basis. University has membership

in INDEST consortia and UGC Infonet

programme. The university provides access to

IEEE Electronic Library, Proquest Applied

Science & Technology database, ASCE (American

Society of Civil Engineers) and ASME (American

Society o'f Mechanical Engineers) databases

through INDEST consortia. The IEEE Electronic

Library (lELl is providing full text access to

articles from more than 4000 publications,

including journals, conference proceedings, and

IEEE standards with original charts and graphs

from 1988 onwards.

3 ENGINEERING USER COMMUNITY

The Engineering faculty in Cochin

University of Science and Technology offers a

variety of B.Tech programmes in Civil

Engineering, Computer Engineering, Electrical

Engineering, Electronics Engineering,
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